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AAW to Meet in 
Sacramento for 
October Conference 

The eighteenth annual confer
ence of the Association of 
Adventist Women will be held in 
Sacramento, California, October 
12-15. To celebrate the dawn of the
new millennium, the theme cho
sen for the event is "One Light,
Many Reflections: Women Pass
ing the Flame:

"We are looking at ways women 
can connect across the genera
tions, how to find spiritual direc
tion, connect with our fore-moth
ers (including Ellen White), pro
vide mentoring, and enlarge the 
role of young women in the 
church," says Nancy Lecourt, pro
fessor of English at Pacific Union 
College (PUC). Lecourt is chair
ing the group of PUC women who 
are planning the conference. 

Drama, poetry, and music will 
be featured along with discus
sions, workshops, panels, and 
small prayer groups. "We want 
emotional as well as intellectual 

issues to be addressed," Lecourt 
emphasizes. 

For the third consecutive year, 
a "Women and the Word" seminar 
will be held as a pre-session to 
AAW, organized by Kit Watts and 
Penny Shell of the La Sierra Uni
versity Women's Resource Center. 
The seminar showcases women 
engaged in serious Bible study. 
Current issues are also addressed 
that affect women in leadership, 
whether as pastors and chaplains 
or in education and healthcare ad
ministration. 

More information will be re
leased about the two events in a 
brochure. Meanwhile, contact 
Nancy Lecourt at (707) 965-7550 
or by E-mail at nlecourt@puc.edu. 
For information on "Women and 
the Word," call the Women's Re
source Center in Riverside, Cali
fornia at (909) 785-2470 or send 
E-mail to pshell@lasierra.edu or
kwatts@lasierra.edu.

Jean Sheldon, assistant professor of religion at Pacific Union 
College, will speak at the AAW Conference on ''The Legacy of 
Eve." The conference will meet in Sacramento, October 12-15. 

Jennifer Ferrell Scott (center) completed all the requirements made of male candidates for 
ordinjttion in the Southeastern California Conference. The Loma Linda University Church or
daine"'d her to gospel ministry on April 22, 2000. William Loveless (left of Scott) is senior pastor 
and offered the ordination prayer. 

Scott to Receive First 

''Ordained-Commissioned'' 

Credential-from SECC 
by Kit Watts 

The Loma Linda University 
church in California ordained Jen
nifer Scott to gospel ministry on 
Sabbath, April 22, during its 11 
o'clock service. 

More than 70 ministers, 
friends, and family members 
stood near her on the platform 
during the laying-on-of-hands cer
emony. William Loveless, senior 
pastor, offered the ordination 
prayer. Gerald Winslow, chair of 
the faculty of religion at Loma 
Linda University (LLU); and Jerry 
Davis, director of pastoral care for 
the LLU medical center, certified 
her readiness for ordination. 

Scott is the ninth Adventist 
woman to be ordained by a local 

congregation since September 
1995. She is making history, how
ever. She is the first Adventist 
woman who will receive a new 
credential from the Southeastern 
California Conference (SECC) 
that is identical for both women 
and men. The credential states 
that the card-bearer is "ordained
commissioned" and is fully autho
rized as a minister within SECC 
territory. While the SECC execu
tive committee has approved her 
for ordination-commissioning, the 
Pacific Union Conference com
mittee will approve her only for 
"commissioning," following the 
world church's policy of restrict
ing ordination to men only. 

Scott earned her B.A. in reli
gion at Columbia Union College 

and has been on the university 
church pastoral staff for nine 
years. She is completing her MA 
degree at Fuller Theological Semi
nary in Pasadena, California. 

SECC is based in five counties 
south and east of Los Angeles and 
has more than 61,000 members. 
About 10 percent of its pastors are 
women. 

The executive committee es
tablished the new "ordained-com
missioned" credential without a 
dissenting vote on March 16. The 
decision came at the culmination 
of an 18-month study as a recom
mendation of the conference's 
Gender Inclusiveness Commis
sion, chaired by Penny Miller, a 
member of the faculty as the LLU 
School of Nursing. 

Association of Adventist Women Eighteenth Annual Conference 
Pre-Session and Hyvetb Williams, senior pastor AAW Conference 

Conference of the Campus Hill church: 
"Women's Leadership Styles." Thursday, October 12 

Highlights One-act play: "A Jury of Her 
Karen Coy Darnell, assistant Peers," by Susan Glaspell. 

pastor of the Azure Hills church: 
WRC Pre-Session An in-depth Bible study focusing Frida!, October 13 

on Hagar. Ileana Douglas, vice-president 
Thursday, October 12 for academic affairs, Pacific 
Women and the Word: Madelynn Jones Haldeman, re- Union College, "In His Secret 
Coordinated by tbe LSU Womens tired professor of New Testament, Garden," opening plenary ses-
Resource Center and Ginger Hanks Harwood, assis- sion. 

tant professor of religious studies, 
Ella Simmons, La Sierra Univer- both of La Sierra University: An Friday, October 13 

sity provost, will give the morn- interactive presentation on how to Workshops and Events 
ing devotional and provide one of exegete passages of Scripture with Gail Catlin, "Why Mentoring 
the day's seminars. integrity and insight. Makes a Difference." 

Panel of Academy Girls: "Grow-
ing Up With Female Stereotypes." 

Ginger Hanks Harwood: "Ordi-
nation and Adventist Rhetoric: An 
Analysis of the Utrecht Presenta-
tions." 

Beverly Beem: "Listening to 
God: The Work of Spiritual Direc-
tion." 

Papers: Looking at Ellen White. 
AAW Business Session: "What 

Do We Do Now?" 
Marit Balk: Agape supper co-

ordinator. 

Sabbath1 Q£12bm: 14 
KamrCress, music director. 

Jean Sheldon, assistant profes-
sor of religion at Pacific Union 
College, Sabbath sermon: "The 
Legacy of Eve." 

Carolina Rose, civil-liberties at-
torney, "Liberty." 

Panel of College Women: "What 
We Want Our Older Sisters in the 
Church to Know." 

Saturda1: ni&ht, October 14 
Women of the Year Banquet 

SundaI, October 15 
Aileen Bauer: Devotional: "The 

Head, Hand, and Heart of Salva-
tioA1tAAW Business Session. 
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Women Strengthen and Expand 
Adventist Ministry Efforts 

Prudencia R. Francisco 
Philippines 
District Pastor of eighteen 
churches and companies; Part
time Evangelist, Auditor, 
Religion Teacher, and Pastoral 
Counselor "Why such a fuss about which credentials women in ministry carry? How many women are involved, anyway? 

Four or five? Six maybe?" The church official's words reflect a misunderstanding of how many women are involved in 
ministry. The numbers of women who are pastors, chaplains, theology and Bible teachers, conference directors, and 
students of theology is a long and growing list. Those whose pictures and comments are shared in this issue of The 
Adventist Woman probably represent one-tenth of the total number of such women. Women who sense a call to minis
try, but don't know where to start, are welcome to call The Women's Resource Center at La Sierra University (909) 785-
2470. Ask for Kit Watts or Penny Shell. 

"When I was a young devout 
Catholic, I was told by the priest 
that to read the Bible for myself 
was a great sin, but I showed him 
that it is for 'teaching, doctrine, and correction,' and he 
said, OK, read it, just don't talk about it. From my Bible 
study; I dedicated my life to Him. My husband, a lay min
ister, assists me with my crusades, and I assist him with 
his.'' 

Judy May Aitken AS., RN. 
Michigan 
Director of Adventist SE Asia 
Projects 

"My story has been a path 
from volunteer nurse to personal 
evangelist to administrator. Dur
ing the fifteen years that I worked 
with refugees in Thailand, more 
than 12,000 became Adventists. 
Many who have resettled in Cam
bodia are now leaders. I'm awed by the miraculous way 
God has led." 

Marilyn J. Banford 
M.AP.M.
British Columbia
Associate Pastor, Aldergrove
Adventist Church

"I enjoy so many things
stained glass, pottery, kayaking, 
biking, hiking, and golfing. My 
heart's passion at women's re
treats is to travel with other 
women on the same life journey 
so together we truly do make a difference to honor and 
glorify God in our lives. But my greatest desire is to con
tinue to grow and mature in order to be the woman God 
calls me to be." 

Josephine Benton PhD.,

MA 

Maryland 
Chaplain, Williamsport Retire
ment Village 

"My call to ministry is of long 
standing. As a girl observing my 
father, Elder Albert Griffin, in his 
work as pastor and evangelist, I 
knew that if I had been a boy, I 
would surely have become a min
ister. How wonderful later to be ordained an elder at the 
Brotherhood church in Washington, D.C., in 1973-prob
ably the first woman so ordained. Then I became the sec
ond woman called to the Sligo pastoral staff (after Kit 
Watts) that same year." 

Rebecca Brillhart 
Maryland 
Associate Pastor, Sligo 
Adventist Church 

"Ten years ago, God led me on 
a search for Him that took me 
outside the Adventist Church to 
find my faith again. After· being 
discipled in an interdenomina
tional Christian group, I returned 
to my Adventist heritage with a 
vision to disciple new and current members to become 
strong servant leaders." 

Cynthia Burrill 
Michigan 
North American Division 
Evangelism Institute: Coordi
nator, Womens Ministries; 
Adventist Theological Seminary 
Instructor 

"When I saw the pain and frus
tration and lack of commitment 
in pastors' wives, I knew some
thing had to be done. I felt such 
a burden for them, but I didn't know why until we ended 
up working with seminary students. Then I knew that God 
was preparing me all along." 

Lynae Baea 
Papua, New Guinea 
Bible Instructor 
(Former hospital chaplain, 
Sopas Adventist Hospital) 

Joylin Campbell-Yuk.I 
D.MA, M.Div.
Colorado
Staff Chaplain and Clinical
Pastoral Education Supervisor
in-Training, Qualife Wellness
Community

"Although I was the daughter 
of an Adventist minister, teacher, 
and chaplain, it took me a long 
time to recognize my own call 
from God. It came through growing frustration and over
involvement at the volunteer lay level and by finally audit
ing a class at the local seminary to realize this was really 
where my passion and gifts are." 

Judy Crabb 
California 
Chaplain Team Leader, St. 
Helena Hospital 

"As I attended literature-evan
gelism training many years ago, I 
felt a sense of God's leading. I ex
perienced His call-This is what 
I want you to do.' Later as I had 
opportunity to learn about hos
pital chaplaincy; I again sensed 
God's leading. Along the way God has used His Word and 
many people to encourage and mentor me.'' 

Wanda Davis MA 

Oregon 
Staff Chaplain, Portland 
Adventist Medical Center 

"I was at Andrews University, 
enrolled in a graduate religion 
program before I had a clue that 
God planned for me to become 
a minister. But now I remember 
that when I was a baby, my favor
ite song was 'Do you think I'll 
make a soldier?'-! see it was His plan always. And what a 
joy!" 

Carla Gober M.P.H., M.s. California 

Cherry B. Habenicht 
Wisconsin 
Bible Teacher and Counselor, 
Wisconsin Academy 

"My ministry began as a young 
girl when I participated whole
heartedly in church and outreach 
activities. Dr. Wilber Alexander 
influenced me toward ministry 
when he asked me to work for 
him in the Andrews University 
Department of Religion, but I knew there was no career 
future for a woman pastor in the 1960s. It is very satisfy
ing to me that our daughter, Lisa H. Isensee, is a pastor. 
What was almost impossible in my generation has become 
a reality in the next!" 

Kendra Haloviak Ph.D. 
Candidate, MA 

Maryland 
Asst. Professor of Biblical 
Studies, Columbia Union 
College 

"The intense theological study 
within Adventism that sur
rounded Glacier View deeply af
fected me as an early teen. As I 
watched the gospel give renewed 
hope to my family; friends, and mentors, I longed to share 
it with my peers. This longing shaped my academy years 
and influenced my college ambitions. That, in turn, opened 
by the grace of God to ministry opportunities in the Ohio 
and Potomac conferences." 

Feryl E. Harris 
West Virginia 
Coordinator for Children's 
Ministries, Columbia Union; 
Director of Womens Ministries 
(and several other services), 
Mountain View Conference 

"After several years of office 
management in various settings, 
I felt a longing to be more closely 
involved with denominational em
ployment. When Mountain View asked me to join their 
staff, the horizons gradually broadened-as did the job de
scriptions. No single person or event has shaped my 'call
ing'; rather it has come about from several years of church 
involvement. The conviction has been there since my 
teens.'' 

Assistant Professor of Religion, Loma Linda University (Currently on study leave 
for Ph.D. in Religion and Psychology at Emory University in Atlanta) 

"Once upon a time, a young girl of 18 stood in front of the statue of Martin Luther 
on German soil. A voice as distinct as a human presence made a call on her life. 
Looking at the masculine features of the statue in front of her, her tiny hands reached 
to her own face. Her features were softer, more feminine. 'To whom was the call?' she 
wondered, but the only one there was herself and the statue. 'Sir Luther, you have lived 
and preached and changed the world,' she began, 'but now you are only stone, a me
morial to what you once were, living on in the hearts and lives of those you touched . I 
stand here as flesh and blood, and follower of God in the present. The call is for me. It 
is for me.' With that conviction, she has been going forward to change the world, in her own way, as led by God." 
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Patricia Glynn Hart 
Arizona 
Pastor, Oracle Adventist 
Church 

"God keeps leading me in my 
ministry. I have been in general 
ministry since childhood, but I 
did not understand God's 'sealed 
orders' that I was called to pasto
ral ministry until much later. 
God's providences have been gra
cious and many." 

Margaret Hempe 
California 
Pastor, Loma Linda University 
Adventist Church (Retired but 
still active) 

"Transitioning from a twenty
five-year-old marriage to single
ness, from pastor's wife to Bible 
worker, demanded more from me 
than human effort could muster. 
With my Lord's help, I deter
mined that 'No way am I going to let this terr ible pain go 
to waste. I will use it to help others-just please open the 
way for that to happen!' My Bible work turned into twenty
two years of full-time ministry and since retirement, eleven 
years of part-time ministry." 

Esther Ramharacksingh 
Knott M.A REd.

Michigan 
Associate Pastor, Pioneer 
Memorial Church, Andrews 
University 

"Ever since I was 3 years old, 
I've been up front, singing and 
preaching. People thought I was 
a theology major long before I 
changed majors my senior year 
at Andrews. I have now pastored for more than fifteen 
years. It hasn'.t always been easy, but God has continued 
to open the doors." 

Jenny E. McBride M.Div.

Arizona 
Pastor, Catalina Hills Fellow
ship Adventist Church 

"I have a deep love for Jesus 
and reaching the community for 
Christ through health, fitness, 
parenting, and Bible study 
classes. One of my daughters, 
Shasta Burr, is pursuing pastoral 
ministry and will be pastoring in 
the Washington Conference. Kerry Emery just completed 
a year as student missionary in Micronesia and will soon 
complete her degree in social work at Union College." 

Barbara McCoy M.A

Florida 
Associate Pastor, Forest Lake 
Adventist Church 

"Being a woman in ministry 
has not always been easy. There 
have been challenges to confront, 
particularly in the area of ordina� 
tion. Two convictions keep me 
strong: (1) I work as unto the 
Lord. I must obey what God has 
set before me. I will minister for the Lord whether I am 
paid, recognized, or volunteer. (2) What I do today paves 
the way for women in the future. I want my influence to be 
positive." 

Tami McGrew 
California 
Senior Pastor, Riverside Community Adventist Church; 
Co-Host, Lifestyle Magazine, for Faith for Today 

"There are many times when I've said, 'God, why can't 
I be like other women?' I've asked, 'Why did you choose 
me? Why have you put this burden of ministry on me that 
i cannot shake?' Sometimes my oldest remembers when I 
wasn't a Christian. She remembers when I stayed home 
watching soap operas. It still amazes my daughters that 
people will actually pay to hear me speak." (Based on in
terview in Woman's Day, September 15, 1998) 

Kathleen Morimai 
New Guinea 
Senior Instructor, Papua New 
Guinea Union Mission Voice of 
Prophecy Bible Correspondence 
School 

"I felt compelled to do minis
try at the tender age of 9 when 
Miss Lynalle Chester of the 
South Pacific Children's Division 
visited the church that my father 
was pastoring. I admired her courage to tell others of the 
wonderful love of Jesus and of His soon return. My deci
sion came vividly in the year I completed my studies in 
year ten, and I went on for my ministerial diploma." 

Norma Osborn M.Ed.

Maryland 
Associate Pastor, Community 
Praise Center Adventist 
Church, Virginia 

"In 1987, I was asked by Sligo 
Pastor Charles Scriven to join the 
staff to help lead Children's Min
istries. My education back
ground was valuable in under
standing children. I was soon 
convinced of the Lord's leading and committed to serve 
faithfully wherever I was called and/or led." 

Sheryll Prinz-McMillan 
M.Div., M.S., A.AP.C. Certified

California 
(Most recently pastor of 
Victoria Adventist Church); 
Ph.D. student in Philosophy of 
Religion and Theology at 
Claremont 

"I have been involved in pas
toral tasks from a very early age. 
Bible studies, evangelism and 
teaching were part of my activities as a high school and 
college student. I never thought, I, a woman, would actu
ally be able to do this type of work professionally until I 
was called to be a summer youth pastor. After having the 
opportunity to 'officially' do ministry, I knew that it was 
where my heart was, and where my life should be." 

Valda Reke M.A

Latvia 
Associate Pastor, Latvian 
Adventist Conference; Chap
lain and Teacher, 
Sarnandaugava Christian 
School 

"I'm a fifth-generation Seventh
day Adventist. My grandfather 
was an Adventist pastor, and his 
life, his faithfulness and devotion 
for God were my childhood's strongest influence. My hus
band was called to ministry, and I supported him as a 
pastor's wife. After our three children were born, I was 
called to ministry myself." 

Pastor Tami McGrew (left), who continues as full
time senior pastor, joined Lifestyle Magazine as co
host in 1998 to work with Dan Matthews, Clifton 
Davis, and Patty Cabrera. 

For the first time in the history of the Trans-European 
Division, a meeting was held for the women pastors with 
guest speaker Dr. Hyveth Williams, senior pastor of the 
Campus Hill Church in Loma Linda, California (second from 
left in the second row.) Most of the women who attended the 
Oslo, Norway, meeting last September, are pastors with one 
or several churches of their own to care for. Others are 
associates in pastoral care or ministerial students. Two of 
the five or more women pastors unable to attend are union 
youth directors in their countries of Denmark and Finland, 
according to Pastor Hilde Thorkildsen. 

Lynn Ripley 
Texas 
Associate Pastor, Northwest 
Houston Adventist Church 

"When God's direct call to pas
toral ministry came, I argued, 
'God, isn't being a pastor's wife 
good enough?' God made it very 
clear that the way would be diffi
cult, and that I would have to step 
out of the role of a typical 
Adventist pastor's wife. He told me He would make me 
less cognizant of rejection•that would come my way. And 
that He would open the doors for education and ministry 
as the time was right." 

Penny Shell Ed.D., M.A, M.A

California 
Board Certified Chaplain; 
Associate Director, Womens 
Resource Center, La Sierra 
University 

"At the end of lastyear, I found 
myself in a third career. First 
came teaching, then chaplaincy, 
and now ministry at the Women's 
Resource Center. It is truly fulfill
ing to be mentoring and supporting Adventist women, 
helping to create resources, and responding to varied re
quests. When Adventist women are free to be all that they 
can be, everyone in the church benefits." 

Drene Somasundram 
England 
Solo Pastor of Cambridge and 
Peterborough Churches 

"I was in my last year at college 
studying theology when one morn
ing God told me that I was going 
to become a pastor. Like Sarah of 
the Old Testament, I laughed and 
asked God, 'How is that possible?' 
After twelve years in ministry I 
guess its fair to say, God has had the last laugh!" 

Carolyn Strzyzykowski 
M.AP.M.

Indiana 
Board Certified Chaplain; Staff 
Chaplain (most recently at 
Florida Hospital ) 

'Tve always felt called to min
istry. During a time when I was 
hospitalized, I paid attention to 
the pastoral care I received. Some 
years later, I found God opening 
doors for me in this work, when, educationally speaking, I 
was the most unlikely candidate. God knew what was be[>t 
for me-I have absolutely loved this work." 
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Albina Tomenko 
M.A.

Mexico 
Doctoral Student at 
Montemorelos University 

"Although right now I 
am studying full time, I 
have organized evangelis
tic campaigns in Russia 
and Ukraine. I have 
preached in churches and 
at women's ministries meetings. God guides me con
tinually, and my life is a chain of miracles." 

Cindy Tutsch 
M.A.P.M.

Washington 
Con/ erence Youth 
Director 

"As a religion teacher, I 
became increasingly active 
in personal evangelism and 
in training youth to give 
Bible studies and teach 
Revelation Seminars. Col
leagues encouraged my ministry and created oppor
tunities for my talents to expand and develop. I have 
strongly sensed God's guidance in my life since I 
was 8. God is my best and continual mentor!" 

Kit Watts M.S.LIS., M.A.

California 
Director, Womens 
Resource Center, La 
Sierra University; Assis
tant to the President for 
Communication, South
eastern California 
Conference 

"W hen I joined the Sligo 
pastoral staff in 1973, I 
knew of no other women in ministry. W hile I felt 
that God could certainly use women, I felt alone and 
isolated. At the Women's Resource Center, I feel 
blessed to be able to pursue two of my passions
first, helping women in ministry network and feel 
supported, and second, educating Adventists to the 
awareness that God values the ministry of women 
equally with the ministry of men." 

Jan White M.A. 
Washington 
Director of various 
services for the Washing
ton Conference; Director 
of Womens Ministries, 
North Pacific Union 

"From the time I can re
member, I have had a 
simple faith and belief that 
I was a child of God. My 
desire has been to prepare for His coming. This past 
June both my husband and I were transferred to the 
conference full time. I believe that God has led me 
throughout my life preparing me each step of the 
way for the work He wanted me to do." 

Hyveth Williams 
D.Min., M.Div.

California 
Senior Pastor, Campus 
Hill Adventist Church; 
Adjunct Professor of 
Religion at Loma Linda 
University 

"My conversion in 1978 
was dramatic and led me to 
abandon a successful po
litical career. God's call to ministry took me to Co
lumbia Union College to study theology and later 
to seminary and graduate school. I see my role in 

. the preaching event as the privilege of being a 
spokesperson for God, a sacred trust. My life is filled 
with pastoral leadership, preaching, and publication 
opportunities." 

Halcyon Wilson M.A. 
California 
Associate Pastor, La 
Sierra University 
Adventist Church (Re
tired but still active); 
Assistant to the President 
for Women Pastors, 
Southeastern California 
Conference 

"God's call to me to 
serve as a minister of the gospel in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church has been a journey of growth and 
acceptance-though not always an easy one. God's 
love has given me a burning desire to love people 
and help them find the joy of forgiveness and hope. 
Like Mary of Bethany, I experience joy in being a 
disciple who receives and shares His love." 

DorothyR. 
Womack 
California 
Associate Pastor, Yucaipa 
Adventist Church 

"God led me to ministry 
immediately after baptism. 
T he local pastor, George 
West, put me to work orga
nizing Bible studies in my 
home and started me on 
door-to-door ministries. I now have had fifty-three 
years of continuous service in many areas." 

Celina Worley 
Pennsylvania 
Communication Direc
tor-with special ministry 
to young adults and 
women, Pennsylvania 
Conference 

"I'm sure God tricked 
me into ministry! Just as I 
was getting ready to send 
out my resume to go into 
full-time video production, the Pennsylvania Confer
ence invited me to help start a senior youth/young 
adult ministry. The rest is history. Before I knew it, I 
had many invitations to present weeks of prayer and 
to preach. I realized God had taken what I had 
learned in communication and was using it to 
present His Word." 

Clarissa M. Worley 
M.Div.

Oregon 
Pastor, Pioneer Christian 
Fellowship; Regional 
Young Adult Leader 

"I knew I was called, as 
a child, to a special work. 
After I graduated from col
lege, several professors en
couraged me to go into min
istry. Immediately as I realized that was an option, I 
knew that this was my calling-as if someone just 
put into words what I had sensed all along. Since 
that time I have found new texts given me by God to 
further define His call on my life." 

Darchelle D. 
Worley M.A. 
Washington 
Bible Teacher, Auburn 
Adventist Academy 

"I was nurtured in a fam
ily where ministry was part 
of our identity as Chris
tians. Toward the end of my 
undergraduate studies, I 
was further convicted of 
this and have since believed that every area of my 
life involves ministry. What I love most, however, is 
to be involved in direct forms of ministry which 
spread the Gospel and facilitate the discovery of 
life's true answers which are found in.a relationship 
with Christ." 

Presidential Communique 

Affirming 
the Gifted 
by Georgia Hodgkin, Ed.D., R.D., F.A.D.A. 
AAW President 

We did a good thing at Loma 
Linda University church in mid
April when we set aside a woman 
for gospel ministry. 

We had done it before for Pas
tor Margaret "Peg" Hempe in Au
gust of 1997. The positive reward 
from that first service gave our 
pastor the knowledge that we knew 
her preaching, comforting, rejoic
ing, marrying, and baptizing min
istered to us. She had summed up 
her ceremony by saying that the 
event was an affirmation of her 
life's work. She had always felt 
privileged to share her love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but at that mo
ment she thrilled to know others 
acknowledged that she had spoken 
well of Him. 

Now we did it again. 
In April, the congregation af

firmed the ministry of a gifted 
young woman, Pastor Jennifer 
Scott. Her ministry of hope has 
rescued youth at risk for gang ac
tivity, jail, and social failure. Sto
ries of these young people and 
their journey. from "F's" to "Ns"

have thrilled the congregation. 
Thanks to volunteers guided by 
Pastor Scott, these teens have 
gained the skills to reach new
found lofty career goals. Pastor 
Scott speaks well of her Savior 
through her life and ministry not 
only to teens, but also to all of us. 
We told her so in that mid-April 
ceremony. 

Webster's Dictionary says we 
invested with "the functions or 
office of a minister, priest, or 
rabbi." The General Conference 
Working Policy says we recognized 
officially her "divine call to the 
ministry as a life commitment," 
and her "endorsement to serve as 
a minister of the gospel."1 South
eastern California Conference 
(SECC) says we "ordained-com-

missioned" Pastor Scott, following 
the SECC constituent mandate to 
treat male and female pastors 
equally. All SECC pastors-90 per
cent are male and 10 percent are 
female-will receive the same cre
dential. All will be ordained-com
missioned to show that their con
gregations affirm their ministry 
and endorse their call to serve.2 

We are being blessed when 
women exercise their gift of min
istry at the Loma Linda Univer
sity church.3 We are created male 
and female-each with gifts to 
complete the picture of God's 
image. We are blessed when 
women pastors speak to issues 
that complete that picture. We are 
blessed when we tell them how 
grateful we are for their work 
among us. Could your congrega
tion be similarly blessed? 

1 See General Conference Work
ing Policy L 25 30 Ordination. 

2 See Southeastern California 
Conference, Ordination-Commission
Procedures and Guidelines, March, 
2000, available by calling (909) 359-
5800. 

3 See Ministry at Loma Linda Uni
versity Cburcb, the document describ
ing ordination at LLU C, available by 
calling (909) 558-4570. 
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