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First National Conference Of The 

Association Of Adventist W olllen 

Is it time to renew 
your membership? We 
need your support. 

The Washington Metropolitan area will be the setting when the First National 
Conference of the Association of Adventist Women takes place, June 17, 18 and 19, 
1983. The conference will take a close look at the status and the needs of Adventist 
women in _professions, in the home and in theology. 

The mission statement of the AA W states that our goals are to encourage com
munication and support among Adventist women on a personal level and within the 
church community a large. If these are our goals then we need to take an objective 
look at where we are as women within the church and where we need to be in order 
to better reach our mission. Conference participants can meet with representatives 
from various organizations and together we can address various concerns that 
women face. 

Plan to come early to the conference and enjoy the many attractions of the 

Washington area: The National Arboretum, Botanical gardens, free concerts at the 
Jefferson Memorial and the Capitol Building, the Smithsonian museums of natural 
history, space, technology etc., and special exhibits at the National Gallery of Art. 
And don't forget the many culinary treats available-Chinese, Vietnamese, Mexican, 
Middle Eastern and some excellent natural foods restaurants. A trip to Baltimore's 
Inner Harbor and the Aquarium Center will provide an interesting afternoon and 
evening. 

We hope you will take advantge of the many sites and activities in the Washington 
area before and after attending the conference. But more than that we look forward 
to having you with us for three days of interacting with women from many walks of 
life, churches and schools so that we may learn more about ourselves and the church 
that we serve. (Continued on page 3)

Jean Montgomery Runs the 
Marine Corps Marathon 

Maureen Luxton 

Maureen Luxton, 

Pioneer Educator 
By Viveca Black 

On December 21, 1982, Maureen 
Wynne Luxton, Associate Director of the 
General Conference Sabbath School 
Department, died of a brain tumor at the 
age of 58. Four days b�fore Christmas, 
Bert Beach, Director of Public Affairs 
and Religious Liberty for the General 
Conference, prepared a tribute for her 
memorial service. He said: 
Maureen quite naturally married 
cheerfulness wi th  ser iousness, 
helpfulness with steadfastness, 
flexibility with resolve. Where she 
walked difficult tasks blossomed into 
achievement; young people were in
spired to scale the heights of ex
cellence. 

In 1940 Maureen entered Newbold 
Missjonary College and began her 
teaching career at the Jewish Second 
ary School in London in 1945. 

Four years later Maureen began her 
career of service with the Seventh-day 
Adventist church as a church school 

By Vikki Montgomery 

When Jean Montgomery began run
ning five years ago she never dreamed 
she would have two marathons to her 
credit by age fifty. Nor did she ever think 
that one of them would be the Marine 
Corps Marathon held annually in Arling
ton, Virginia. 

After running the 6.2 mile portion of 
the Cleveland/Revco Marathon in 1978, 
she set a goal to run a full marathon 
before she turned fifty. In May, 1982, 
she ran the Cleveland/Revco, finishing in 
4 hours 8 minutes and 20 seconds. On 
October 2 she celebrated her fiftieth 
birthday. 

Last spring, Mrs. Montgomery read 
about the Marine Corps Marathon and 
thought about how exciting it would be 
to "run around the monuments" (the 
race course winds through Virginia and 
downtown Washington, D.C.) and 
made plans to participate. 

On race day when Mrs. Montgomery 
arrived at the shuttle bus pick-up point in 

teacher at Stan borough Park in Watford. 
Soon after, she also accepted the hand 
of Ronald Luxton, another teacher, in 
marriage. Donald Lowe, Sabbath 
School Director of the Northern Eu
ropean Division, remembers her teach
ing: "Maureen was more than a teacher; 
she was a loved counsellor . 

In 1976, while her children Jack and 
Andrea were pursuing academic studies 
of their own, and two years after her 
husband died of a brain tumor, Maureen 

accepted a call to the British Union Con
ference to be Director of the Education 
and the Sabbath School Departments. 
Her four years at the union office were 
marked by long months of negotiating, 

the Pentagon parking lot, twenty min
utes before starting time, she found a line 
of people almost a mile long and no 
buses in sight. After the buses finally ar
rived, ten minutes before the start of the 
race, race officials asked runners to dis
em bark five minutes after boarding, 
since no more traffic was allowed near 
the race site. Most of the runners - Mrs. 
Montgomery included - took off full 
speed to the starting line which was 1.5 
miles away. 

When Mrs. Montgomery arrived at the 
finish line 4 hours 50 minutes and 20 
seconds later, she said she felt "wasted." 
All the prerace excitement had drained 
her of her crucial energy. 

Mrs. Montgomery first started running 
at the urging of her daughter, who 
wanted her to train for the Bonne Belle 
Mini-Marathon in Cleveland. When she 
protested, her daughter replied, "If you 
can walk, you can run," Mrs. Montgom
ery accepted the challenge and soon 
made running part of her daily routine, 

planning, fund raising, and obtaining the 
cooperation of scores of individuals and 
committees to establish a church school 
for the children of London. The result, 
the John Loughborough School
named for the pioneer who introduced 
Adventism to Great Britain now teaches 
more than 400 children in ten grades 
and is a living memorial to Maureen's 
vision and determination. 

At the 1980 General Conference ses
sion in Dallas, Texas, Maureen was 
elected an· Associate Director of the 
General Conference. Her output was 
typically prolific. She produced primary 
teaching aids, program aids, manuscripts 
for quarterlies, teachers guides, com-

Jean Montgomery 

which includes: working as a ward secre
tary at Jamesson Memorial Hospital, ex
ercise classes, and an occasional game of 
racquetball at the local YMCA (where 
she is a board member) and visits to the 
Lawrence County Women's Shelter 
(where she is a volunteer counselor). 

Her next big goal is to run the 
Cleveland/Revco Marathon in 3.5 
hours, the qualifying time for women for 
a major marathon, because she'd "love 
to run the Boston Marathon." 

When asked if she would like to run 
the Marine Corps Marathon gain, she 
replied quickly, "Yes, just to prove to 
myself that I can do it." 

pletely revised the first year Vacation 
Bible School materials for juniors, 
primaries, and kindergarten, and 
travelled the world. 

Perhaps Maureen best described her 
own life and philosophy in a speech she 
gave for Stanborough School Speech 
Night on her last trip back to Britain in 
October, 1982: "People learn in differ
ent ways and at different rates. They ac
quire differing skills. But the skills of one 
complement the skills of another. Every
one matters. Everyone has value. Every
one should be helped to reach his full 
potential and achieve a sense of self
worth and accomplishment, as God's 
own child." 







PE:OPLE: AND PLACE:� byJudithP.Nembha rd

Recently, Marguerite Anderson
Dixon, a member of the Morgan Park,
Illinois, Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
was honored at the University of Illinois
Service Recognition Program for her 25
years of service to the University, having
begun her career at the school in 1953 as
a research assistant in the College of
Dentistry. She also recently received her
Ph.D. degree in nursing sciences from
the Graduate College at the University of
Illinois Medical Center. In addition to her
very active church program, Dr. Dixon
serves as a member of the Full Life
Board, which directs the senior citizen
program and housing development in
the Lake Region Conference.
. 

* * *

in nursing research from New York Uni
versity. She was the recipient of an
American Nurses Foundation AJN
Scholarly Research Award in 1979-
1980.

* * * 
Dr. Mercedes Dyer, chairman of the

Department of Education at Andrews 

University, received an Excellence in
Service award from the Adventist Stu
dent Personnel Association for making
"significant contributions to student per
sonnel work" and exhibiting "leadership
skills through the initiation of programs, 
projects, ideas and community.'' Dr. Dy
er is coauthor of Readings for Residence
Hall Deans and editor of The Dean's
Window. 

Joyce Ann Combes is a lifestyling 
Walterine Bro�k:,*an elementary in-coordinator for Southern Illinois Univer- s tructional specialist in the Princesity at Carbondale. Her responsibilities George's County, Maryland, school dis-involve coordinating weight manage- trict, is spending this school year as actment and stop smoking programs as well ing principal of the county's John Carrollas working with minority, international, Elementary School in Landover, Maryand handicapped students in developing land. Mrs. Brooks formerly taught thehealthy life-styles. Mrs. Combes says, fifth grade at the Sligo Seventh-day Ad-

AA W President Betty Howard has
added one more organization to the
growing list in which she is involved. She
is now president-elect of Adventist Stu
dent Personnel Association (ASPA). She
served as the ASPA Regional Director
for the Columbia Region and has been
actively involved in the growth of the
organization.

, ...... , .. ... , . ,, . ... . . ' '

"The University's wellness center is in- ventist Elementary School in Takoma I Wh terested in serving the whole person, and Park. Ronae e ittington 

this includes the spiritual, about which I * * * Dr. Ronaele Whittington, who oper-
am very excited." Aleene Schaeffer, member of the ates her own social work practice in

* * * Union College Education Department, Kailau, Hawaii, has been appointed by
Joan Angelo Adams, one of the will complete her doctoral dissertation Mayor Eileen Anderson of Honolulu to

founding members of the AA W, has ex- this spring. Her research on Seventh-day serve on the Honolulu County Com
changed teaching social studies in junior Adventists' need for day-care centers will mittee of the Status of Women. As a
high school for a career in personal and provide the denomination with some committee member, Dr. Whittington will
business insurance planning with New much-needed information. advise city and county government offi-
York Life Insurance and Casualties. In * * * cials on matters of concern to the women
her new field, she has the advantage of WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT of Oahu. The committee also plays an
working at home� * * Have you checked your mailing label important role in promoting affirmative-

lately? Your membership With the action programs in the city government.
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. M�MBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION 

O Membership in the A.A. W. Includes a one-year subscription 
to the Adventist Women Newsletter. 

O I am enclosing $8.00. 

(Name) 

(Address) 

(City/State/Zip) 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE A.A.W. 
D My contribution of $10.-$50. is enclosed

FRIENDS OF THE A.A.W. 
D My contribution of $50.-$100. is enclosed. 

SUPPORTERS OF THE A.A. W. 
D My contribution of $110-$300. is enclosed. 

SPONSORS OF THE A.A.W. 
D My contribution of $310.-$500. is enclosed. 

BENEFACTORS OF THE A.A.W. 

□ My tax-deductible contribution n£ is enclosed. D My contribution of over $500. is enclosed.

•--------�------------------------------------------------· 

Letters 

to the 

Editor 
Dear Editor, 

I must tell you how much I enjoyed the
cartoon on Page 6 of Volume 1, No. 6
issue. That is real humor, rare in a journal
upholding the promotion of women's 

movements. 
I agree with the tone of the article that

women should be ordained. But as
Deaconess, Bible Worker, Ministerial or
Pastoral Assistant or aides. 

Yes, women should be considered for
leadership position-but not because
they are women. Even if a man and a
women seemingly had equal quali

. fications, the choice should be on some
thing other than sex-or are you ad
vocating female supremacy rather than
equality? 
H.J. Wolcox, O.D.

Dear Editor, 
I am glad to receive ADVENTIST

WOMAN, although I would rather have
the cause of women discussed in a more
balanced way. For example, why not
defend the cause of humanity (men and
women) and how each contributes to
and complements the other in ways not
yet discovered or acknowledged. But
then, it may take a kind of imbalance in
order to offset a long-standing imbal
ance, but I wish it didn't. 

Perhaps there could be more per
ceptive input from men for the AD
VENTIST WOMAN publication? Per
haps there could be frequent mention of,
or articles about, men and women who
have, together, discovered and taken
seriously the ways they complement
each other in leadership, service, politics,
ministry, or whatever. 
Diane Forsyth, Associate Pastor, The
College Church, Walla Walla College
Church

Bev Habada has resigned her position
of the Board of Directors for the AA W in
order to take the position of vice
president for the Washington Metropoli
tan Chapter of AAW. The board elected
Elisabeth Wear to assume this position
and to coordinate special events that the
Executive Board proposes.

About 

Our Writers 

Viveca Black is Director of Develop
ment for Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington. Our thanks also to Victor
Cooper, Helen Stiles and Andrea Lux
ton who contributed to the article on
Maureen Luxton. 

Vikki Montgomery is secretary to the
director of patient services at Washing
ton Adventist Hospital. Her mother, 
Jean, lives in New Castle, Pa. 

Marsha Frost is associate pastor of the 

Capital M'emorial Seventh-day Ad
ventist Church, Washington, D.C. 

Publications Committee 
Beverly Rumble 

Judith Nembhard 
Margaret McFarland 

Elisabeth Wear, Chairman 




