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Adventist Church 
Loses Defender of 
Justice, Equality 

Dr. Clark Davis (1966-2003) 

by Annemarie Hamlin 

The educational and scholarly 
community lost a fine colleague 
when Clark Davis, a former La 
Sierra University (LSU) professor 
and alumnus, died suddenly out
side the Huntington Library on 
February 4, 2003. An associate 
professor of history at California 
State University Fullerton 
(CSUF), Davis was widely recog
nized as a talented scholar and an 
excellent teacher. His commit
ments to the equality of all peo
ple ran deep within his own be
liefs and affected many whose 
lives he touched . 

Colleagues and students recog
nized him as a man with a pro
found commitment to social jus-

tice, human rights, and gender 
equity in his personal and profes
sional life. At LSU, he was one of 
the architects of the gender stud
ies minor in the department of 
history; politics, and society. He 
also sponsored and participated 
in student organizations that ad
vocated and worked for justice 
and equality for all, including Stu
dents for Social Justice, Amnesty 
International, and Student Asso
ciation for Gender Equity. 

Gender Issues 

His scholarly publications in
cluded several articles on gender 
issues in American business and 
social history; and his classes were 
built on critical analysis of the 
roles of gender, class, and race in 
American culture . At CSUF, 
Davis regularly taught a class on 
the image of women in American 
film. One of his first publications, 
titled "Called by God, Led by Men: 
Women Face the Masculinization 
of American Medicine at the Col
lege of Medical Evangelists, 1909-
1922," was a study of the status of 
women at what is now L oma 
Linda University. 

Davis also lived his beliefs 
about gender equity. W ith his wife 
Cheryl Koos (also a former LSU 
professor), he selected texts for 

Foster Notes Need 
for Female Leaders 
Among At)ventists 
Association of Adventist 
Women national president Dr. 
Patricia Foster tells attendees 
to the 20th AAW conference 
that "more than two-thirds of 
Adventist church members 
are women, but 95 percent of 
Adventist church leaders are 
men." Foster is now coordi
nating plans for the October 
16-19, 2003, AAW Confer
ence in Loma Linda, including 
several seminars on effective 
leadership. For information on 
ttiis year's conference, see 
back page. See inside pages 
for coverage of the 2002 
conference in Portland, 
Oregon, including the Women 
& the Word pre-session. 
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their marriage ceremony from the 
letters of 19th century women's 
rights activists Lucy Stone and 
Henry Blackwell. 

Davis married Koos in 1994 
and the two looked forward to the 
birth of their first child, a son, this 
May. Before Davis's sudden death, 
they had chosen the name 
Jackson Patrick Koos Davis for 
their son. 

Since birth, Davis suffered 
from complicated congenital 
heart disease, and had experi
enced two heart surgeries, and 
brain surgery. He lived constantly 
under a doctor's care. Still, many 
would not have known of his dis
ease, as he was active in sports 
throughout his life. Davis's sudden 
death on February 4 caught eve
ryone, even his doctors, by sur
prise. Outside the Huntington Li
brary in San Marino, he lost 
consciousnesses and was quickly 
taken to Huntington Memorial 
Hospital in Pasadena where doc
tors were unable to control the ap
parent arrhythmia of his heart. He 
died at the hospital, and services 
were held in his honor on Febru
ary 8 and 11. 

In addition to Cheryl Koos, 
Davis also leaves his parents, 
Jerry and Sylvia Davis, and his 
brother, Mark Davis. 

Mallery Affirmed as 
Champion of Justice 
by Kit Watts 

Dr. Lynn Mallery, president of 
the Southeastern California Con
ference (SECC) received a "Cham
pion of Justice Award" presented 
by the Association of Adventist 
Women (AAW) at its 20th annual 
conference, in Portland, Oregon, 
October 19, 2002. The association 
has honored more than 80 out
standing women during its his
tory; but Mallery is the first man. 

The citation affirmed Mallery 
"for developing a conference lead
ership team that is committed to 
inclusiveness and diversity and 
that has chosen to recognize 
women as full partners with men 
in gospel ministry." The award was 
presented by Dr. Penny Miller, a 

Dr. Penny Miller (right), 
member of the AAW board, 
long-time member of the 
Southeastern California 
Conference (SECC) commit
tee and chair of the SECC 
Gender Inclusiveness Task 
Force, presented AAW's first 
"Champion of Justice Award"

to Dr. Lynn Mallery, SECC 
president. Dr. Janet Mallery 
(center) accompanied her 
husband to Oregon for the 
presentation. 

member of the AAW board and 
chair of the SECC Gender Inclu
siveness Commission, along with 
Dr. Patricia Foster, AAW presi
dent; and Dr. Georgia Hodgkin, 
member of the AAW board. 

Adventist Wotnen of the Year 2002 
Dr. Patricia Foster, AAW national president (third from left) and Dr. Toini Harrison, Women of the 
Year coordinator (third from right) led out in ceremonies honoring 1 O outstanding Adventist women 
at the Saturday night banquet. Honored were Dr. Ann Gibson, dean of the Andrews University 
School of Business (left); Verla Kwiram, Seattle church supporter and activist; Dr. Lily Wong, 
educator, of Singapore; Donna Galluzzo, Connecticut dietician and entrepreneur; Joan Coggins, 

� M.D., director of the Loma Linda heart team; Dr. Margit Su ring, long-time religion teacher and 
l!l school administrator in Finland; Marla Osborne-Anderson, California superior court judge; JoAline 
� Olson, president and CEO of St. Helena Hospital; and Felicia Phillips, missionary in Costa Rica. 
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Lives of Biblical Women Explored 
at Women & the Word Conference 

Dr. Jean Sheldon, associate 
professor of religion at Pacific 
Union College, presents 
theological insights on the 
cycle of abuse in human 
experience. 

Dr. Kendra Haloviak, assistant 
professor at La Sierra Univer
sity School of Religion, ex
plores the spiritual growth of 
"Mrs. Zebedee," mother of 
James and John and disciple 
of Jesus. 

Carolyn Waldron, Washington 
artist, explains the concepts 
behind her quilted depictions 
of biblical women, which were 
displayed at Women & the 

By Bonnie Dwyer 

Women scholars exploring 
Scripture in fresh new ways 
marked the fifth annual Women 
and the Word conference in Port
land Oct. 17, 2002. 

More than a hundred people 
gathered to hear sermons by three 
of Adventism's great women 
preachers, a conversational exege
sis of Scripture with two women 
biblical scholars, a dramatic enact
ment of a biblical character, and 
stories of Adventist women in 
ministry around the world 

Hyveth Williams, senior pastor 
of the Loma Linda Campus Hill 
Adventist Church, preached on 2 
Kings 4: 1-7, the story of the widow 
about to lose her sons to a credi-

� tor. Williams commented that one 
� creditor all women face is emo-
" tion. "When emotion comes, life 

can be magical," she said. "But let 
there be a disaster such as death 
or divorce, and emotion zaps our 
life, our strength, our ability to 
love or look to God." 

She said that emotion could be 
even more powerful than the devil. 
When everything on earth failed 
the widow in the story and she 
had no emotional resources, she 
went to Elisha for help. Williams 
suggested that we also need to 
learn to depend on the spiritual 
strength of other believers when 
we are at the end of our emotional 
resources. 

Kendra Haloviak, assistant pro
fessor of religion at La Sierra 
University, told the story of an
other woman from the Bible, Mrs. 
Zebedee, who asked Jesus to give 
her sons places on the right and 
left hand of God. Haloviak said 
Mrs. Zebedee had listened care-

(/) fully to Jesus, grasped what he was 
� saying, and believed in him. What 
� she misunderstood was the nature 
" of the kingdom. She assumed that 

Jesus' kingdom was going to be 
hierarchical. She didn't under
stand the new social reality of the 
kingdom God planned. What she 
wanted-high positions for her 
sons-was the last thing she 
needed . In God's kingdom she 
would be valued as more than wife 
and mother, she would be valued 
for herself. 

Another look at Christ's king
dom was provided by Chris 
Oberg, associate pastor of the La 
Sierra University Church, in a dra
matic enactment of a nameless, 
faceless woman who observed 
Jesus from a portico in Caper
naum. She told how she learned 
that in Jesus' kingdom "people 
were the priority-the nameless, 
faceless people were right in the 
middle." She marveled at all the 
characteristics of Jesus' kingdom 
and how he did not seem to want 
to monopolize it. He said when
ever things were done in his name, 
that was kingdom. 

Dr. Jean Sheldon provided a 
new look at the sin problem in her 
discussion on "Breaking the Cycle 
of Abuse." In her studies on Luci
fer she realized his move from 
pride to violence looked like the 
sequence that usually is involved 
in abuse. She concluded that "sin 
is abuse in its broadest terms. Sin 
is thus an experience of abuse that 
leads us all, to one degree or an
other, to become both victims and 
abusers. Dealing with sin as a 
mere 'behavior' or 'action' to curb, 
suppress, or forgive does not ad
equately represent its nature or its 
cure." 

Next she talked about the Ten 
Commandments as really being 
relational and developmental, not 
prescriptive-a law of love. "When 
we are loved by God, we experi
ence the truest, richest love there 
is. If we place anyone or anything 
between us and the divine Lover, 

Dr. Ginger Ketting Weller, 
associate vice president for 
academic administration at 
Walla Walla College, wel
comes to the Northwest those 
attending Women & the Word. 

Dr. James Cress shared 
stories of Adventist women 
serving as pastors and church 
leaders around the world. 
Cress is executive secretary 
of the General Conference 
Ministerial Association. 

Three women ordained at Sligo Church in 1995 enjoy a reunion 
at Women & the Word: Norma Osborn, church pastor, Pacific 
Union College; Dr. Penny Shell, director, La Sierra University 
Women' s Resource Cent�rand Dr. Kendra Haloviak, assistant 
professor, La Sierra University School of Religion. 

Word. More than 100 women attending Women & the Word gained fresh insights in serious Bible study by Adventist women scholars. 

$ 
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Ors. Ginger Hanks Harwood, assistant professor, and Madelynn 
Jones Haldeman, retired professor, both of La Sierra University 
School of Religion, present fresh insights into Scripture, as they 
dialog on "What Paul Really Said About Women." 

Hedwig Wharton and daughter Bonnie Dwyer, who is Spectrum 
editor, take notes during Women & the Word presentations. 

we shortchange our lives and ulti
mately destroy ourselves." By be
ing born again, we break the cycle 
of sin or abuse she concluded. 

Two La Sierra University pro
fessors took time to discuss the 
Roman house codes of biblical 
times as they provided a conver
sational exegesis of the New Tes
tament while exploring what Paul 
really said about women. 

Dr. Madelynn Haldeman, re
tired professor of religion, said 
Paul's comment on wives being 
submissive to their husbands has 
to be read in the context of the 
preceding verse, and then it is 
obvious that he is saying that hus
bands and wives should be sub
ject to each other with neither one 
dominating. She added that House 
Codes never said husbands 

should love their wives, but Paul 
asked more . He said husbands 
should love their wives. 

Dr. Ginger Hanks Harwood, 
assistant professor of religion, 
said that everything that Paul said 
was radical for the time . Women 
flocked to Christianity then be
cause there they were treated 
equally. That was one of the ways 
in which Christianity turned soci
ety upside down. 

Interspersed among these ma
jor presentations were reports of 
women in ministry around the 
world by James and Sharon Cress, 
secretary and associate secretary 
of the General Conference Minis
terial Association, and Ardis 
Stenbakken, director of the Gen
eral Conference Women's Minis
tries Department. 

Dr. Hyveth Williams opens 
Women & the Word with a 
sermon based on the story of 
Elisha and the poverty
stricken widow whose jar of oil 
miraculously multiplied under 
God's blessing. Williams is 
senior pastor of the Campus 
Hill Church in Loma Linda. 

Chris Oberg, associate pastor 
of the La Sierra University 
Church, dramatizes the con
temporary life of first-century 
women and their experiences 
as disciples of Jesus. 

Tapes of major presentations 
from Women & the Word are 
available from the La Sierra 
University Women's Resource 
Center. For more 
information, call Penny Shell, 
(909) 785-2470, or e-mail:
pshell@lasierra.edu.

Kit Watts, creator and coordinator of Women & the Word, thanks Maritza Duran for her work with 
registration and Yami Bazan for recording the presentations. Duran, who formerly was a student 
worker reporting to Watts, now teaches Spanish and history at Golden Gate Academy. Bazan is 
associate youth director of the Southeastern California Conference. 

Jan White, family and women's ministries director of the Wash
ington Conference and Dr. Betty Howard enjoy visiting during 
the Women & the Word lunch break. Howard was the first 
president of the Association of Adventist Women. 

Dr. Larry Geraty, president of La Sierra University, chats with 
Heide Ford, associate editor of Women of Spirit, during a break 
at Women & the Word. 

Halcyon Wilson, associate pastor of the La Sierra University 
Church, and her husband, Lee Wilson, share a humorous 
moment during Women & the Word. 
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Keynote address speaker and one of the honored Women of 
the Year, Dr. Joan Coggin of Loma Linda University Medical 
Center, is welcomed by Dr. Edna Maye Loveless. Dr. Coggin is 
noted for her compassionate medical work in other countries 
and her unfailing sense of humor. 

Donne e Doni ("Women and Gifts"), talented ensemble perform
ing compositions by women, were hailed performers during the 
AAW Conference: Debra Richter (left), piano; Sonja Gourley, 
soprano; and Susan Pickett, violin. 

Dr. Edna Maye Loveless, retired La Sierra University English 
professor (left) and her daughter Marilynn Loveless, artistic 
director for the WWC drama program (right), discuss mother
daughter relation-ships with the "grandmother" (Walla Walla 
College student Erica Sharp) of Eleemosynary, a play about 
three generations of women. 

2002 Oregon Conference 
Filled with Many Top-notch 
Events Commemorates 
AAW's 20th Anniversary 
by Kit Watts 

With the most handsomely de
signed printed program ever, and 
a talented and creative committee 
of 25 planners, the Association of 
Adventist Women held its 20th an
nual conference in Portland, Or
egon, October 17-20, 2002. Helen 
Zolber and Glenda Jolliffe of 
Walla Walla, Washington, co-di
rected the event. Scores of attend
ees came from the West Coast
California, Oregon, and Washing
ton State-but others traveled from 
as far away as Florida, Maryland, 
Michigan, Canada, and the Ca
ribbean. 

Exceptional music graced the 
conference. Worship and plenary 
sessions glowed with harps, cel
los, flutes, guitars, violins, and 
vocal music. Many of the more 
than 30 musicians made a four
hour journey from Walla Walla 
College to participate. The Ring of 
Fire hand-bell choir from Tualatin 
Valley Junior Academy in Hills
boro, Oregon, provided a memo
rable and energizing perfor
mance. 

For only the second time in its 
history; AAW honored 10 women 
with Women of the Year awards, 
including three women minister
ing in countries other than the 

Devotional speaker Barbara 
Livesay opens MW's Friday 
meetings at the conference. 

United States-Felicia Philips, mis
sionary in Central America; 
Margit L. Suring, retired theolo
gian in Finland; and Lily Wong, 
educator in Singapore. Since 
1984, AAW has recognized more 
than 80 outstanding Adventist 
women for their contributions to 
the church, community, and world 
at large. 

For the first time in its history; 
AAW presented an award to a 
man. Elder Lynn Mallery, presi
dent of the Southeastern Califor
nia Conference, received the first 

Jan Webb, national MW membership chair, and Glenda Jolliffe, 
co7team leader. for the 2002 MW conference, enjoy events at 
the 2002 Portland, Oregon, conference. 

Dr. Helen Zolber, co�team leader for the 2002 MW Confer
ence, seemed attentive and everywhere present during the 
2002 Portland conference. 

Dr. Jere Patzer, president of 
the North Pacific Union, 
welcomed the women and 
men attending the AAW Con
ference with the words, "For 
every successful man, there is 
at lec1.st one successful 
woman showing him the way." 

"Champion of Justice" award. Un
der Mallery's leadership, the 
SECC officers and conference ex
ecutive committee created the 
church's first equal credentials for 
men and women in pastoral min
istry in the year 2000. 

AAW attendees had 17 choices 
of workshops and seminars. Top
ics included friendship, personal 
finances, art, humor, feminism 
and the Bible, grief recovery; and 
ministering across cultures. A spe
cial track focused on professional 
issues for women pastors and 
chaplains-men and women min
istering together, stories as a foun
dation for sermon preparation, 
and finding personal and spiritual 
refreshment. 

From the General Conference 
on down, several church leaders 
made presentations during the 
AAW conference. Ardis Stenbak-

z ken, director of GC women's min
i istries, presented the Sabbath ser-
� mon. James Cress, secretary of 

the GC ministerial association, 
spoke for a Sabbath afternoon ple
nary. 

Debra Brill, vice president for 
ministries at the North American 
Division, led a workshop. The 
Walla Walla College president, 
and vice president for academic 
administration, Jon Dybdahl and 
Ginger Ketting Weller, respec
tively, greeted the attendees. Jere 
Patzer, president of the North Pa
cific Union, and Don Livesay, 
president of the Oregon Confer
ence, welcomed AAW to the 
Northwest. 

Although the logistics proved 
to be challenging, a Sabbath after
noon river cruise was a highlight 

"'I of the weekend for many. Gour
met food, music by Ring of Fire, 

� and a kaleidoscope of fall colors 
reflecting in the tranquil waters 
provided a good time for conver
sation and reflection. 
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� Walla Walla College students enjoy a Doubletree Hotel breakfast at the Portland AAW confer-
Dr. Betty Howard, first AAW president, chats with Woman of the ence: Erica Sharp (left), Ryan Lunsford, Kristin Hansen, Dan Lounsbury, and Nicole Ferguson. 
Year Verla Kwiram, church leader and philanthropist from Sharp, Lunsford, and Ferguson dramatized three generations of women in the play Eleemosy-
Seattle, Washington. nary the night before. Hansen and Lounsbury assisted in the production. 

AA W seminar presenter Lana Martin has the close attention of 
everyone except the youngest son of Alicia Patterson, who took 
a nap in the only quiet corner in the crowded room. 

Participants 
crowded into 
17seminars 
featuring 
topics from 
personal 

finances to 
art, humor, 

and grief 
recovery. 

The pros and cons, the history, and the biblical connections of various forms of feminism were 
discussed by a panel: Bonnie Dwyer, chair (left); Dr. James Walters, Loma Linda University 
School of Religion; Dr. Beverly Beem, Walla Walla College English Department; and Heather 
Isaacs, theology student. "The unifying element behind the many forms of feminism," said Beem, 
"is who has the power-who has control over a womans life." 

Seminar rooms at the AAW Conference in Portland last October were filled with attentive listeners 
such as Trish Sigler of Loma Linda, California (far left) with her mother, Pat Sigler, of Arizona, and 
Margit Su ring (front, white sweater) from Finland. 

Barbara Jean Stratton (left) and Hedwig Wharton both had 
daugltlters also attending the AAW Conference: Dr. Yvonne 
Stratton and Bonnie Dwyer. 

Claudette Andrews (left) from St. Croix and Mil Robinson from 
St. Thomas traveled across a continent to attend Women & the 
Word and the AAW conference. Robinson, an evangelist, was 
featured as a role model in The Adventist Woman, summer 
2002, page 4. Andrews is active with women's ministries. 

Walla Walla College students Elina Gjata and Alexandrea 
Fershko listen to student April Lord introduce herself to the 
more than 100 women and men attending Women & the Word. 
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Wotnen of the Year 2002 

Cari Dominguez, chair, United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and one of the 
AAW women of the year in 2002 (light-colored jacket), is celebrated by Frank Perez, board chair 
of Kettering Medical Center and brother of Dominguez; Dr. Toini Harrison, Woman of the Year 
coordinator; and Harold Lee, president of Columbia Union Conference, where Dominguez lives. 

Woman of the Year JoAline Olson, president 
and CEO of St. Helena Hospital (right) stops 
for a picture with Dr. Penny Shell, director of 
the La Sierra University Women's Resource 
Center. 

i 
.... 
cl: 

Dr. Lily Wong (left) from Singapore and her friend 
Roslyn Duffy, of Seattle find floor-space-only in 
one of the popular AAW seminars. 

z 

� 
w "' 

Dr. Ann Gibson and her husband, Larry Onsager, celebrate her 
honor as a Woman of the Year. Gibson is dean of the Andrews 
University School of Business. 

� Felicia Phillips, Woman of the 
Year from Costa Rica, relaxes 
at the rail on the Columbia 
River boat ride. 

Cruisin' Down the 
River on a Sabbath 
Afternoon ... 

Noted bell-ringer group Ring of Fire from Tualatin Valley Junior 
Academy in Oregon provide an energizing performance during 
the AAW boat cruise. 

Dr. Jon Dybdahl, Walla Walla College president, and his wife, 
Kathy, appreciate the Ring of Fire bell choir, visiting with friends, 
and good food during the two-hour Spirit of Portland cruise on 
the Columbia River. 

Three Finnish friends enjoy a chance to visit on the Sabbath 
afternoon dinner cruise: Sonja Bradburn (left) of Tillamook, 
Oregon; Dr. Margit Su ring of Finland; and Dr. Lisa Beardsley of 
Loma Linda, California. Suring was one of the 1 O Women of the 
Year honored by AAW. Bradburn and Beardsley are sisters. 
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Note: The Association of Adventist 
Women welcomes letters from the 
readers of The Adventist Woman, 
who ( 1) have additional recommenda
tions for AAW to consider making in 
the future and/or (2) who know of Ad
ventist groups, organizations, and en
tities that should be commended for 
their actions that encourage and ben
efit Adventist women. 

The Association of Adventist 
Women (AAW) at its business 
meeting at the Double Tree Hotel
Columbia in Portland, Oregon, on 
October 20, 2002, adopted the 
following resolutions: 

Recommendations to the 
General Conference, 
North American Division, 
and related entities: 

1. Abolish discrimination. We call
upon our representatives in
church leadership to abolish gen
der discrimination in the church,
and, in particular, to recognize
women pastors and leaders in the
same manner that men in these
positions are recognized.

Pat Benton, one of several 
photographers covering the 
20th anniversary AAW confer
ence, gives fellow photogra
pher Glenn Foster a ready 
smile. 

2. Recruit and promote women in
leadership. We call upon our repre
sentatives in church leadership, 
our educational institutions, and 
in Adventist healthcare systems to 
emulate the Sunbelt Health Sys
tem that has recruited and pro
moted many women to key lead
ership roles, including approxi
mately 25 as vice presidents. 

3. Elect women as officers. We call
upon our representatives at the
North American Division, its un
ions, and its conferences, to give
women opportunities to grow in
leadership skills and, in addition
to using their skills in depart
ments, to elect them as officers.

4. Promote the selection of women
elders. We call upon our repre
sentatives at the General Confer
ence and North American Divi
sion Ministerial Associations to 
develop and distribute clear, posi
tive educational materials demon
strating the rightness and value of 
women serving as local elders. 

5. Full-time woman in NAD Minis
terial Association. We call upon our
representatives at the North
American Division to nurture the
growing number of women study
ing theology at our colleges, uni
versities, and seminaries, as well
as those who are serving as pas
tors throughout the division, by
providing funding for a woman to
serve full-time in the NAD Minis
terial Association.

6. Provide visibility and funding for
womens ministries directors. We call
upon our representatives at the 
North American Division, its un
ions, and local conferences to 
demonstrate the value of women's 
volunteer service in our local con
gregations, and their sacrificial fi
nancial support of the Adventist 
Church, by hiring or continuing to 
hire directors of women's minis
tries at the conference and union 
level, providing appropriate fund
ing for their departments, and giv
ing them visibility, voice, and vote 
as members of conference and 
union executive committees. 

7. Hire women theologians and Bi
ble teachers. We call upon our rep
resent atives who serve on the 
boards of Adventist academies, 
colleges, universities, and semi
naries to recruit and hire women 
theologians and Bible teachers. 

The Association of Adventist 
Women (AAW) at its business 
meeting on October 20, 2002, 
voted to commend the following 
individuals, groups, institutions, 
and organizations for their accom
plishments on behalf of Advent
ist women. 

Commendations to the 
North American Division, 
its unions, conferences 
and their institutions: 

1. The North American Division
office for sending Debra Brill as
a representative and participant in
Women & the Word and the AAW
Conference, October 17-20, 2002.

2. The North American Division
office and Ministerial Association
for laying plans for a second wom
en's clergy conference to be held
at Cohutta Springs, Georgia, in
September 2003.

3. The Washington Conference
Executive Committee and John
Freedman, president, for affirm
ing the ministry of Jennifer Scott
at the Loma Linda University

Church by inviting her to continue 
her pastoral career at the 
Greenlake Church. 

4. The directors of women's min
istries fqr the Oregon and Wash
ington 1conferences, Corleen
Johnson and Jan White, respec
tively, are commended for their
leadership and nurturing of Ad
ventist women within their terri
tories and for their active partici
pation in the Women & the Word
seminar and AAW Conference in
Portland, Oregon.

5. Walla Walla College for naming
three women to serve as vice
presidents along with two men.
Vice Presidents Ginger Ketting
Weller and June Ferguson are
commended for their active par
ticipation in the Women & the
Word seminar and AAW Confer
ence in Portland, Oregon, and, for 
their partnership with other enti
ties on campus to sponsor several
college women to attend these
events. Special thanks to Presi
dent Jon Dybdahl for speaking to
the AAW conference and bring
ing greetings from Walla Walla
College.

6. The constituents of the North
ern California Conference for
voting to seek equal credentials
for men and women pastors serv
ing in its territory.

7. The Pacific Union Ministerial
Association for inviting Andrea
King, woman pastor in the South
eastern California Conference, to
be among the male devotional
speakers at its union-wide minis
terial council in August 2002.

8. The Sunbelt Health Systemfor
its pace-setting leadership in ap
pointing approximately 25 female
vice presidents.

9. Oakwood College for hiring
Ifeoma Kwesi as a member of the
religion faculty.

10. La Sierra University for send
ing President Larry Geraty as a
representative and participant in
the Women & the Word seminar
on October 17.

11. The La Sierra University Wom
en's Resource Center for l;lpqnsor
ing an outstanding sesi,i(j)Pc of
Women & the Word, on O�tober
17, 2002, and for appciinting
Penny Shell as the centerls; new
director.

12. Lynn Mallery, Southeastern
California Conference president
and the first recipient ofAAW's
"Champion of Justice Award, ''for
developing a conferencele'ader
ship team that recruits and sup
ports women in ministry and that
has initiated equal credentials for
men and women pastors: ,

Commendations to the 
General Conference and 
its entities: 

1. The General Conference.execu
tive eommittee for electing
Andrea Luxton as associate direc
tor of the Education Depart1:11ent.

2. The General Conference ¢xecu
tive committee for setting.aside
the fourth Sabbath of Augusteach
year as "abuse prevention day," in
response to an initiative from the

The Pollywog display was one of several booths at the AAW 
Conference. Pollywog is an organization that provides opportu
nity for widowed, orphaned, abandoned, and poor women to 
support themselves under good working conditions at an 
Adventist mission in Bangladesh. Every dollar spent in support 
of Pollywog feeds a mother and her child for one day. 
Pollywog's inexpensive, high-quality products can be seen at 
http://www.tagnet.org/pollywog/. 

Yvonne Stratton, M.O.,\ used a 
data projector to annauhce 
speakers, topics, sch�dtJles 
and location of meetings 
throughout the confer�nce. 
The projected announo�ments 
supplemented the attra.otive 
printed programs and.re
flected the same artwork. 

CC Women's Ministries Depart
ments with several other depart
ments. 

3. Israel Leito, president of the
Inter-American Division,.for his
public statements to large gather
ings of pastors, indicating that it
is proper that women #letve as
elders in that division.

4. The Central Luzon Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists (Philip
pines) for having seven .women
serving as full-time associate pas
tors.

5. Pardon Mwansa, president of
the Adventist Church in East Af
rica, for restoring church unity by
his strong, clear, and public state
ment that both men and. women
may have the "spiritual gift of
preaching."

Commendations to other 
individuals and groups: 

1. Walla Walla Chapter of AAW,
Helen Thompson Zolber, Glenda
Jolliffe, and the entire :planning
committee for their exceptional
planning, organizing, and imple
mentation of the 20th annual
AAW conference (October 17-20,
2002, Portland, Oregon), their at
tention to every detail related to
their theme, including tht'; drama
tization of Ellen White by Ginger
Hanks Harwood during the Fri
day evening meeting, and out
standing musical performances
during the entire weekend.

2. Toini Harrison, Patricia Foster,
5 Georgia Hodgkin, and the AAW
� board for finding the resources to 
i honor 10 Women of the Year on 

AAW's 20th anniversary; during a 
banquet held October 19, 2002. 

3. Mabel Dunbar for bringing her
expertise in ministering to fami
lies to the Upper Columbia Con
ference, and for being instrumen
tal in establishing places of refuge 
for abused Adventist women.
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Presidential Communique 

Confidence in 
Relationship 
Certainty in a world of uncertainty 
by Patricia J. Foster 
AAW President 

The outstanding 20th anniver
sary AAW annual conference is 
over. Congratulations to the con
ference coordinators, Helen 
Zolber and Glenda Joliffe and to 
the dedicated committee mem
bers who did such a superb job of 
organizing and planning the pro
gram-as well as to the fine pre
senters who implemented the pro
gram. 

In our society, we place consid
erable emphasis on the impor
tance of starting with clear goals 
and measurable objectives in or
der to obtain desired outcomes. 
T he Association of Adventist 
Women is no exception. During 
the past year, the AAW National 
Board of Directors has written 
objectives that describe specific 
ways to implement our organiza
tion's goals. 

We have learned, however, that 
while planning for outcomes is 
essential, in our ever-changing 
society we can never know all the 
factors involved. We can never 
specify all of the outcomes at the 
beginning, and we discover that 
there are also worthwhile out
comes that cannot be measured. 

I wonder sometimes if our con
cern about outcomes is a reflec
tion of our need for certainty, for 
reassurance, for security. We need 
to know "where we are in the 
stream of things." 

One can certainly sympathize 
with Gideon when he saw the 
overwhelming odds against him 
and the Lord said, "You still have 
too many soldiers-send all but 
300 home." Gideon wanted to be 
sure of the outcomes, he wanted 

some reassurance-and this was 
after the fleece. We often think of 
reassuring signs as evidence of 
weak faith, but they are really evi
dences of God's helping us where 
we are. 

Ruth, the young widow, was 
presented with a very difficult 
choice: to stay with her own fam
ily, or go with her aging mother
in-law and face a totally uncertain 
future. Ruth chose duty, and 
Naomi's God. Even though we 
don't have any record of her re
ceiving any divine personal reas
surances until she reached Beth
lehem, she was rewarded beyond 
all her fondest hopes. 

If there was anyone who had 
reason to question God's leading 
it was Job. And yet in a bereaved, 
destitute, painful, and apparently 
hopeless situation, he was able to 
say, "I know whom I have believed 
and God is able ... " Job didn't know 
what was going to happen to him, 
so he simply said, "I know God, 
and God is able." There were no 
explanations or excuses for God's 
apparent treatment of Job. Job had 
a certainty-not in outcome but of 
companionship. This companion
ship with the Divine is the great
est gift we can receive. 

Mary, sister of Martha, is an
other person who valued personal 
relationship over societal expec
tations, and was rewarded with 
gifts that could not be t aken away. 

The greatest deprivation Christ 
suffered during those momen
tous, tortured hours of what is now 
called Good Friday, was the sense 
of the loss of God's presence. Just 
before he died, he cried out, "My 
God, Why hast thou forsaken 
me?" Christ recognized this com
panionship as his most essential, 

By joining the Association of Adventist Women, members will: 
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Support the mission of AAW 
Participate in networking opportunities 
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vital link to God. It was to Christ , 
as it should be to us, as vital as 
the air we breathe. 

While good planning is impor
tant, we can never really be sure 
of what the future holds for us. 
Knowing what the actual out
comes will be isn't essential if we 
have God with us. It isn't that God 
doesn't frequently reassure us (as 
Gideon was assured), but such evi
dence is transient-it's the perma
nent relationship with God, that 
really matters. 

Just before he ascended to 
heaven, Jesus reassured his disci
ples as he had many times before
that the most valuable gift was his 
companionship. So he said to 
them, as he says to us every day, 
"I will be with you-to the end of 
the world." 
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Plan Atten,l 

Twenty-first Annual Convention 

ft,> of the Association �of Adventist Women 

Women and Leadership: 
Change, Choice, Commitment 

OCTOBER 16-19, 2003 

Wong-Kerlee Convention Center 
Loma Linda, California 

• Outstanding Speakers

• Music

• Workshops

• Seminars

• Agape Supper

• Sabbath Services

• Women of the Year
Banquet

Look in the mail for AAW 
brochure with program 
information. 

For immediate information: 

Kay Nelson 
Conference Registrar 
and Contact Person 
Phone: (909) 307-2807 
E-mail:
kaynelson@earthlink.net

Association of Adventist Women 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the international Association of Adventist 
Women is to foster the participation of women in varied leader
ship roles in Seventh-day Adventist organizations, congregations, 
and communities. 

Goals 

The fallowing goals allow the God-given skills and insights of 
women to reflect the image of God more fully in our church and 
community. 

1. To encourage Adventist leadership to enhance the church's
effectiveness by creating more significant opportunities for 
women to be full partners at all levels of church life. 

2. To promote leadership skills among the diverse groups of
Adventist women of all ages. 

3. To use print, electronic, and personal communication to
highlight Adventist women's opportunities, contributions, and 
achievements. 

4. To establish a network of Adventist women leaders who
can inspire and mentor other women. 

5. To demonstrate open and collaborative models by working
in complementary ways with other church organizations. 

Som.eone You Know 
DESERVES A 

Woman of the Year Award 
The Association of Adventist Women is soliciting nominations for its 2003 Women of the Year 
awards that will be presented at the annual AAW convention to be held in Loma Linda, California, 
October 16-19: 2003. 

"Too often the enormous contributions of Seventh-day Adventist women are overlooked," says 
Toini Harrison, coordinator of the Women of the Year program. "These prestigious awards are de
signed to recognize the broad spectrum of accomplishment of Adventist women around the world." 

Nominees should be Seventh-day Adventist women who have made outstanding and unique con
tributions to home, community, and/ or professional life. The deadline for submitting nominations 
is May 20, 2003. 

Should you wish to nominate someone, please request a nomination form. W rite or call: 
Toini Harrison, Women of the Year Coordinator 
Association of Adventist Women 
24414 University Avenue, #167 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 
Phone: (909) 799-5448 
E-mail: kaynelson@earthlink.net
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