




Letters to the Editor 
The communication that follows is in response to the editor's call for letters on the subject 

of ordination of women. Iris Yob, an Australian, is a doctoral candidate at Harvard 
University. 

Why All the Fuss? 
by Iris Yob 

Why are some people in the Adventist 
Church making so much fuss about the 
ordination of women? Can't they see how 
divisive this issue and how it diverts our 
administrators and others from the more im
portant issues of gospel work and church 
management? Don't they reali?.e that all this

ado is for just a handful of women?-at last 
count less than one percent of the seminarian 
students were women! The church cannot 
afford to employ all the ministers it would like 
to now-why add to the oversupply by put
ting women into the job market as well? Don't 
they know that a woman in the pulpit strikes 
most church members as inappropriate, im
modest, insubordinate, and clearly un-Bibli
cal, as well as distracting to the male members 
of the congregation? Can't they see that this 
kind of self-seeking is merely aping the world 
with its women's lib, disregard for the sanctity 
of the home, and improper role reversal be
tween the sexes? Furthermore, a woman can 
serve God just as well without being 
ordained, so why the fuss? 

These questions are disturbing. rfhey make 
us rethink our motivations and our objectives 
in pursuing this matter through committees 
and councils and Gereral Conference ses
sions. Sometimes they hurt-they seem to 
arise out of prejudice and misogyny and an 
unexamined male-dominated tradition. And 
yet they deserve to be answered, simply be
cause they persist. 

With these questions ringing in my ears, I 
have tried to reassess my own reasons for 
urging a positive decision in this matter as it 
comes up for discussion this year. In sharing 
this with you, I do not expect to present an 
exhaustive case. I am simply setting out what 
are for me the prevailing considerations as I 
personally come to my own decision that 
women should be included in the ordained 
ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. May God help us all to think through 
this clearly, to be open to alternatives, to be 
committed to seeing the work of God move 
forward, and to be submissive to divine guid
ance. 

The great Biblical theme 
is that women as well as 
men are objects of God's 
love . . .  are called to be and 
to do what God intends. 

For me, the first and most significant con
sideration is the Word of God to the people. 
The great Biblical theme is that women as 
well as men are objects of God's love; women 
as well as men have the freedom and 
responsibility to respond to that love; women 
as well as men are called to be and to do what 
God intends. 

God created man and woman in equality, 
harmony, and mutuality. As the Persons of 
the Godhead together created our first par
ents, so those two became humanity. It is in 
the mutuality of male and female that the 
image of God consists. 

Sin, however, brought a distrust and 
alienation between creature and Creator, be
tween humanity and the natural world, and 
between men and women. Despite these dis� 
rupted relationships, God's purposes were 
never totally eradicated. Along with the Abra
hams, Moseses, and Davids, there have been 
the Mir iams, Deborahs, and Esthers 
cooperating in the work of God. 

In His ministry, Jesus affirmed the role and 
destiny of women in a society that had come 
to rank them at the level of mere goods and 
chattels. He taught the Torah to Mary; He 
made disciples and gospel workers of the 
woman of Samaria, the Syro-Phoenician 
woman, and other women followers; and He 
entrusted the first witness of His resurrection 

Jesus affirmed the role of 
women in a society that 
had come to rank them at 
the level of mere goods and 
chattels. 

to women. At times, women were closest to 
Him and best understood His mission. We 
see this in the mothers who brought their 
children to be blessed, the woman at Simon's 
feast who annointed Him for kingship and 
burial while others failed to discern His mis- -
sion and His impending ordeal less than a 
week away; and in the women who remained 
by the cross without betraying or denying 
Him. 

The mission and nurture of the early 
Christian church was often in the hands of 
women. They are seen in the New Testament 
account making their homes into church cen
ters, fellowshipping as equals around the 
communion table, travelling as missionaries, 
preaching to unbelievers, and contributing to 
the development of Christian belief and prac
tice. The church was established on the prin
ciple that the antipathy between Jew and 
Greek, bond and free, male and female was 
overcome by the gospel. The image of God 
was to be restored. 

When churches make their decisions on 
this issue they are giving their clearest state
ment about their attitudes to the women 
members as a whole. They are taking a stand 
either for or against the equality both Creation 

The church is what it is 
today because a woman-a 
homemaker, wife, and 
moth e r-e v e n  whil e 
shrinking from the call still 
accepted it. 

and re-creation confer. As long as anyone 
within the church community is denied ac
cess to any of its privileges on the grounds of 
race, class, or gender, the entire subgroup to 
which he or she belongs is being denied the 
fullness of the gospel. 

My second consideration is an historical 
one. When God called Ellen Ha,mon to be 
His messenger, we see His purposes to be 
unchanging. The church is what it is today 
because a woman-a homemaker, wife, and 
mother-even while shrinking from the call 
of God still accepted it. In focusing on her 
prophetic ministry, let us not forget that she 
was indeed a woman. How can we un
derestimate what women can do for God 
while she remains alive in our memory? And 
her work was accompanied and reproduced 
by the talents and efforts of many early Ad
ventist women. They were educators, college 
founders, writers, preachers, evangelists, 
missionaries, administrators, and health 
workers. It was not until we were well into the 
twentieth century that Adventist women 
found themselves being confined to the 
home and restricted to serving their im
mediate families. However, as we recall Ellen 
White and those Adventist pioneer women, 
we know God is still no respecter of persons. 
He saves, calls, endows, and holds account
able all who profess to be His followers. 

My third consideration concerns the mis
sion of the church. Today, ministry to the 
widows and fatherless, the sick and the im
prisoned takes on new meanings. Unhappily, 
both within as well as without the church 
community, pastoral care must meet the 
needs of the divorced, the deserted, the un
wed mother and her babe, the beaten wife, 
and the abused child. It must encompass 

God is still no respector 
or persons. 

· cancer patients and their families, accident
victims, the drug dependent, and runaways.·

· The woman pastor may be a most appropri
ate minister and in some Instances the only
acceptable minister to those in need.

Then too, I think of the preaching of the
gospel message. As Adventists we have
heard the Word of God preached to us out of
the male experience and from the male point
of view. Women's spirituality, women's ex
perience, women's understanding, women's
fears and struggles and hopes have been un
voiced. This is particularly difficult to un
derstand in a church where more than half of
the members are women. We want our mes
sage to be enriched by its inclusiveness.

Women pastors among us cannot work as
effectively without ordination as we might
assume. Chaplains find it difficult to get
appointments to hospitals without this
credential. Women on the pastoral staff of a
local church are limited in what they can do.
They may not marry, bury, or baptize their
own people. Lacking the full blessing of the
church, they must look on as their male coun
terpart takes over their work at the most sig
nificant moments of the believer's life.

The fourth, but less tangible, considera
tion, one which will not appear on the agenda
of any committee that sels out to discuss the
ordination question, is nevertheless one of
the most irresistable and irrefutable of all. I
am speaking of the call to ministry that some
women among us have heard. To speak to

How can we confirm the 
call only in the men among 
u s  ·when G o d  c all s
whomsoever He will?
these women, to witness their work, to see 
the fruits of their labors, to catch something of 
the fire that burns within them, is to be per
suaded that God is on their side. I consider 
myself privileged to have met and talked with 
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a few of them: Pastor Jan Daffern of the Sligo 
ChUldt, Pastor Vivianne Haenni of the Gene
va, Switzerland Church, Collette Crowell and 
Becky Lacy in training at the Adventist semi
nary. I am deeply impressed with these 
women. I am touched by the simple power 
with which the call of God has endowed 
them. I am inspired by their message. The 
commitment of their lives is an argument that 
is not easily refuted. They make a difference 
in the life of the church. Their endeavor 
should be recognized by the church they 
serve by the laying on of the hands of ordina
tion. What is ordination after all? Isn't it the 
church's recognition that some among its 
members have particular gifts for service? 
Isn't it the public affirmation of these gifts? 
Doesn't it tell the gifted, the church, and the 
world at large that this person has a work to 
do for God? How can we confirm the call only 
in the men among us when we see with our 
own eyes that God calls whomsoever He 
will? 

It is in the mutuality of 
male and female that the 
image of God consists. 

I learn from Scripture that God de
termines full equality of life and service for 
both His sons and daughters. I remember 
that both the Christian community and the 
Adventist community early established the 
full participation of both men and women in 
its ministry and outreach. I must recognize 
that the task of the church demands the tal
ents and-commitment of all its members if it is 
to meet the challenges of the world we live in 
today. I acknowledge that there are women 
in the church right now, trained, experienced, 
and productive in soul-winning. I mi.; ,t de
clare my support for the proposal ,to c ·dain 
them and those who will follow them. ' am 
compelled to affirm and strengthen them for 
the tasks God has laid upon them. This issues 
involved are worth making a fuss about. 

Women of the 
Year Nominees 

Here is a partial list of the more-than-60 nominees whose names were submitted for 1984 
MW Woman of the Year. Each is an outstanding person in her own right. 

Delores B. Lopez 
Sylmar, California 

While caring for her five children alone, 
Delores earned a college degree. She suc
cessfully combines her roles as Christian, 
mother, teacher, church officer, and devoted 
daughter. She is the only woman on her 
church building committee, and gives un
stintingly of her time in organizing the women 
to help in the building program. 

Phyllis MacLafferty 
National City, California 

"Mother Mac" was a devoted school 
teacher and pastor's wife for many years, but 
her accomplishments didn't stop when she 
retired. First she and her husband helped to 
build a small church in Arkansas. Then after 
her husband died she taught English for 
seven years at Northeast Brazil College. She 
continues to be an active retiree, spending 
hours volunteering for local church and 
school. 

Shirley Maxwell 
Los Angeles, California 

"Perfect Peace" as she is known to her 
radio audience, Shirley Maxwell's five minute 
broadcasts on two southern California radio 
stations reach a potential audience of seven 
million. Shirley's radio ministry is the latest 
contribution in her twenty years of Christ
centered outreach. 

Carol Mayes 
Woodland Hills, California 

A professional writer, an accomplished 
musician, and a poetess who contributed a 
poem to be set· to music for the new SDA 
Hymnal, Carol was nominated for her role as 

homemaker and mother who lovingly cared 
for her husband through 27 surgeries and an 
adult son with a severe disability. 

Denise Altman McGhee 
Loma Linda, California 

Simultaneously a missionary, teacher, re
cording artist, poet and homemaker, Denise 
has served with her husband in Pakistan. In 
1981 she recorded "Three Echo Praise," 
performing as a vocalist, flutist, and bass 
guitarist. With her RN she has worked in hos
pitals and has a continuing interest in public 
health nursing. Her latest poem, "As a 
Woman" is a theologically stimulating 
woman's interpretation of God's love. 

Joyce Miller 
Warrenton, Oregon 

Noted for her dedication, Joyce serves as 
the head elder of her church. She also con
ducts Five-day Plans, Stress Control clinics, 
and other classes and is active in junior work 
and in the Dorcas Society. A group gathers in 
her home weekly for Bible study. Writes her 
pastor, "I don't know of many people who 
are as dedicated in their work and to their 
church as Joyce." 

Florence Morris 
Lansing, Michigan 

Originally she was a teacher, but Aorence 
gave up her career for her husband's when 
she married Elder L. W. Light in 1926. After 
assisting her husband in his pastoring for 22 
years, Aorence resumed teaching when he 
passed away. She married R.C. Morris in 
1950 and continued her career until her 
retirement after 42 years of service in 1966. 
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