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Recomtnendations For W otnen in the Church 
In March 1983 the General Con

ference Office of Human Relations 
(OHR) Advisory Board made several re
commendations concerning Adventist 
women in North America. Warren Ban
field, director of OHR, reported on. the 
progress of the Commission on Women. 
The formulation of a commission on 
women was one of two recommenda
tions concerning women from a 1982 
OHR meeting which were approved for 
study by the North American Division 
C o m m i t t e e  f o r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
(NADCA). 

In March of 1982 the OHR Advisory 

Board recommended that NADCA give 
study to the ordination of women, addi
tion of a woman to the OHR staff 
(currently black and hispanic males di
rect the department), the setting up of 
workshops for denominationally em
ployed men on working with pro
fessional women, increasing the female 
representation on the OHR Advisory 
Board, and the setting up of an NAD 
commiss ion on women.  NADCA 
accepted the recommendation to in
crease the representation of women on 
the advisory board and agreed to consid
er a proposal from the OHR on the com-

Susan Patt: Artist, 
Homemaker, Teacher 

By Linda Tatum 

When Susan Davis Patt, usually easy
going, begins commenting about not 
enough hours in the day, her friends and 
students suspect she must be getting 
ready for an art show. When she was 
interviewed recently in her Riverside, 
California, home, that was just the la
ment; her next show was slated for the 
end of March. 

Susan's life was a balance of teaching 
art on the La Sierra campus of Loma 
Linda University, finding time to devote 
to her numerous interests in art, and 
keeping up with home responsibilities. A 
bride of seven months, Susan has a 
warm home, accented liberally with 
American antiques, and handsomely 
decorated with the products of her artis
tic expressions, as well as her husband, 
Steven's, pottery. 

Susan launched her artistic career in 
Battle Creek, Michigan. She credits her 
family's openness and acceptance as a 
beginning of her interest in art. "I was 
always making something, and there are 
lots around for me to use. My folks en
couraged me to do things with my 
hands.'' Her early school years were 
spent primarily in Adventist schools. It 
was at. Andrews University where her 
interest in art began to assert itself. 

Up until her college years, Susan had 
been leaning toward a future in the 
medical field, but in 1972 she graduated 
with a B.S. in art in the area of painting. 
Shortly after graduating, she accepted a 
position at Spring Valley Academy 
where she taught for seven years. 

Currently an assistant professor at 

Susan Patt 

L.L.U., Susan is pleased that "with col
lege teaching came a bit more time for
my own work." But it is still hard to find
large blocks of time necessary to com
plete her favorite medium, batik. A com
plicated process of applying hot wax to
fabric and then applying dyes, batiking
demands ideal weather conditions for
drying the fabric, as well as sizable
amounts of time for the numerous steps
toward the finished product. But the re
sults are stunning. Above Susan's fire
place hangs a glorious batik of spring
flowers from her own garden, done in
:vivid shades of oranges, yellows, and
greens. •tT;his one would be hard to sell. I
particularly like this �ction right here,"
says Susan, pointing to an area of the
picture with green leaves interestingly
shadowed and convoluted. "Those col
ors were a real surprise to me. I just love
that part"

Continued on page 3 

mission on women, but voted not to ad
dress the other issues at that time. 

This spring, the board with its in
creased female membership, and after 
hearing a report from Association of Ad
ventist Women president, Betty Ho
ward, again raised the issues of women 
in the North American Division Church. 
It was voted to again request that the 
North American Division Officers place 
the ordination of women on the agenda 
for the Union Presidents' Council sched
uled for May. 'Elder Earl Amundson, 
president of Atlantic Union, spoke out in 
favor of studying the issue as it pertains to 
the ministry in North America. The 
board also recommended that the NAD
CA form a committee to study how to 
expand the leadership opportunities of 
women at all levels in the church, as well 
as recognize and support the women 
who have made positive contributions as 
wives, singles, mothers and profession
als. It was further recommended that the 
NADCA approve a special study on the 
particular concerns of minority women 
in the church. 

In his report on the progress of the 
Commission on Women, Elder Banfield 
noted that while NADCA felt that it 
would be unwise to open up the discus
sion of ordination of women and that it 
could not justify adding another salary to 
OHR in a time of budget-cutting, a com
mission on women was a possibility it 

was willing to pursue. Banfield outlined 
the steps which he took in studying the 
commission on women. Several in
dividuals and groups were consulted in 
the process. Delores Maupin, a Washing
ton, D. C. consultant in management, 
Margaret McFarland, who practices law 
in Washington, and Jan Daffern, an 
associate pastor at Sligo SDA Church in 
Takoma Park, worked together to pro
duce a proposal for structure and a list of 
names. Banfield also solicited the help of 
Association of Adventist Women presi
dent Betty Howard, the Loma Linda 
University Dental and Medical Auxilar
ies, as well as the General Conference 
Auxilary and the Association of SDA 
Nurses (ASDAN). 

The commission will be composed of 
seven women, both denominationally 
employed and lay members, and will 
work through the Office of Human Rela
tions to address the concerns of Ad
ventist women in North America. While 
the list of names has not been released, 
Banfield promises that every effort is be
ing made to make the commission repre
sentative of SOA women in North Amer
ica, including various ethnic groups, 
ages, and perspectives. 

The final proposal and list of names 
are to be submitted to the NADCA for 
approval, and the Commission can then 
begin its work. 

·First National

Conference of theAAW 
On June 17, 18 & 19 the Association 

of Adventist Women hosted its first 
national conference on the campus of 
Columbia Union College. The theme 
was "Focus on the Future." 

Alyce Pudewell
,-

president of the In
land Empire chapter of the Association 
of Adventist Women in southern Califor
nia, was the keynote speaker. She 
looked at "Two Side of the Coin: Insur
ing the Future." 

Other speakers during the weekend 
conference included: Edna Maye Love
less, Associate Professor of English at 
Columbia Union College; Kit Watts, 
Associate Librarian at Andrews Un
iversity; Thesba Johnston, Professor of 
Educational Psychology and Counsel-

ing, also at Andrews; Judith Blanton, 
President of the Michigan AA W chapter; 
Joyce Royster, Director of Social Work 
at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital; and 
Jan Daffern, Associate Pastor of the Sli
go Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

These distinguished speakers looked 
at women in the professions, the home 
and in theology. Kit Watts led a Sab
bath discussion on "Ellen White-A 
Woman Looks at God," and Thesba 
Johnston's sermon at Sabbath's 11:00 
hour was entitled "God's Word to 
Women & Men." 

Details on the sessions and the result
ing discussions will be reported int he 
n ext i s sue  o f  T HE ADVENTIST 
WOMAN. 
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P€0PL€ AND PLAC€� byJudlthP.Nembhard

Pastor Gwen Fleming-Noel,associate 
in pastoral care of the East Ham church 
in South England, recently conducted an 
evangelistic campaign. The series of 
meetings ran each weekend for a month. 
Seven persons were baptized and more 
interested persons are studying in prep
aration for baptism. 

* * *

Jonelle Welch, a 1983 graduate of 
Takoma Academy, Takoma Park, Mary
land, has been accepted to West Point 
for the 1983-84 school year. Encour
aged by a family friend to apply, Jonelle 
went through the rigorous selection pro
cess and emerged as one of the 1,400 
selected for the West Point freshman 
class. By going to West Point, Jonelle 
says that she will receive four years of 
"excellent training intellectually and 
physically as well as my room, board and 
a stipend to buy uniforms, books and 
other needs." Jonelle plans to go on to 
medical school after West Point. 

* * *

Helen C. Craig, B.S., M.A., Andrews 
University, has been elected an Associ
ate Director of the General Conference 
Sabbath School Department effective 
April 4, 1983. Her responsibilities in
clude Child Evangelism Workshops and 
the preparation and promotion of Pri
mary and Vacation Bible School materi
als. Miss Craig, a native of Albion, Penn
sylvania, moves from the Chesapeake 
Conference where she was Sabbath 
School Director and Associate Superin
tendent of Schools. An experienced 
educator, Miss Craig has also served the 
denomination in Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
and New Jersey. 

* * *

Esther Novak, M.Ed., University of 
Wisconsin, has assumed the office of Su
perintendent of Schools for the Wiscon
sin Conference of SDA. Mrs. Novak had 
been the Supervisor of Elementary 
Education and Assistant Superintendent 
before her promotion. She joined the 
Wisconsin Conference staff in 1976, 
following service in North Dakota. Mrs. 
Novak also serves as a member of the 
General Conference Elementary Read
ing Textbook Steering Committee. She 
is the mother of two adult sons. 

Faith. Esham 
Soprano Faith Esham performed at 

the Library of Congress Concert Hall 
Saturday night, January 8, 1983. Faith 
has a list of impressive credentials in ad
dition to her brilliant concert in the capit
al. She was the 1980 winner of the 
Naumburg vocal competition and has 
made appearances at the major opera 
houses in this country and abroad. Faith 
recently received the 1983 award for 
Outstanding Alumnus of the Year from 
Columbia Union College. 

Effective April 1, 1983, Jocelyn Fay 

became Managing Editor of the Adventist

Review. A native New Englander, 
Jocelyn graduated from Atlantic Union 
College, then served as an assistant edi
tor of the Lake Union Herald in Michigan. 
She later moved to Singapore, where for 
three years she was involved in editorial 
and secretarial work. She joined the Re

view staff in 1973. As Managing Editor 
Jocelyn participates in the actual produc
tion of the Adventist Review. Her many 
duties include scheduling of the maga
zine and working with the factory to see 
that deadlines are met. 

* * *

Penny Estes Wheeler has recently 
been named editor of Guide, the 
Seventh-day Adventist publication for 
teen-age youth. After graduating from 
Southwestern Junior College and An
drews University, Mrs. Wheeler also took 
some seminary studies. A mother of 
four, she is the the author of numerous 
articles and books and has a background 
in editorial work and marketing. 

* * *

Joyce Royster, Director of Social 
Work at Shady Grove Adventist Hospit
al, will present a five-day workshop enti
tled "Survival for the Divorced, Sepa
rated and Widowed" at the Allegheny 
East Conference campmeeting this sum
mer. Joyce is an ordained elder of the 
Emmanuel S.D.A church in Brinklow, 
Maryland, and will be preachin� her first 
sermon in July. 

* * *

Jean Bengston is a Washington, 
D.C., businesswoman who is also
currently completing a doctor's degree .
program. Her field is interior design.

* * *
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. MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION CONTRIBUTORS TO THE A.A.W. 

O Membership in the A.A. W. Includes a one-year subscription 
to the Adventist Women Newsletter. 

O I am enclosing $8.00. 

(Name) 

(Address) 

(City/State/Zip) 

I D My tax-deductil>le contribution of is enclosed. 

D My contribution of $10.-$50. is enclosed 

FRIENDS OF THE A.A. W. 
D My contribution of $50.-$100. is enclosed. 

SUPPORTERS OF THE A.A.W. 
D My contribution of $110-$300. is enclosed. 

SPONSORS OF THE A.A. W. 
D My contribution of $310.-$500. is enclosed. 

BENEFACTORS OF THE A.A. W. 
D My contribution of over $500. is enclosed.
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Letters 

to the 

Editor 
Dear Friends: 

As I view and review the goals and 
objectives established by the Association 
of Adventist Women, I see little hope for 
the realization of acquainting the church 
community with Adventist women's po
tential and achievements or helping Ad
ventist women to maximize their options 
without first communicating such poten
tial and achievements to those who 
make things happen. 

No woman will become involved in 
the decision-making processes of the 
Adventist Church at any level unless 
men decide to put her there. (If you dis
agree, take a look at the elective process 
now taking place in the local church, or at 
the make-up of the local or union confer
ence committees in your area.) If women 
are to make inroads into the process, 
men must be educated. 

I propose that The Adventist Woman

should be furnished to every local and 
union conference president as one 
means of beginning that education pro
cess. The cost to do so should be no 
more than $200 a year and concerned 
women might make a tax deductible 
contribution to cover the expense. 

If you see light in this proposal, contact 
me-I want to make the first contribu
tion! 

Cordially, 
Patricia A. Habada 

* * *
When Edwina Neely, of Silver 

Spring, Maryland, wanted to stay home 
with her five-year-old daughter, she ar
ranged this by opening the Little Angels 
day care center in her home. Besides 
having a place to go where they can play 
and be loved, the youngsters, ranging in 
age from 18 months to 5 years, partici
pate in a well-planned program. They 
are even becoming little breadmakers, 
learning the vocabulary that goes with 
breadmaking. They study math, pho
nics, arts and crafts, and music. Most 
important, they learn about Jesus; the 

* * *

In her daily work of teaching and 
counseling at Mission Community Col
lege in Santa Clara, California, Evelyn 
Domke Riegert finds time to witness for 
Christ. "There is a wonderful opportu
nity for witnessing and sharing God's 
love to a very wide cross-section of stu
dents," she says. She finds a "real chal
lenge" in working with the foreign nurses 
enrolled in a remedial course to prepare 
them for state board examinations. This 
is her fourteenth year of teaching at the 
college. 

* * *

Ruth Stebbins Davies recently re
ceived a 20-year award as 4-H Club 
leader. For the past 9 years she has work
ed as a secretary in the Gettysburg office 
of the Pennsylvania Association for the 
Blind. 
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