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Rich and 
Varied 
Agenda for 
October 
AAWEvent 
by Nancy Lecourt 

"One Light, Many Reflections: 
Women Passing the Flame" is the 
theme of the October 12-15 con
vention of the Association of 
Adventist Women (AAW). The site 
this year is Sacramento, Califor
nia, at the Holiday Inn Northeast . 

"Women and the Word," a lively 
pre-session to the conference on 
October 12 focuses on Bible top
ics and women's issues . The 
Carmichael Seventh-day Adven
tist Church, 4600 Winding Way, 
Sacramento, hosts the event . 

The AAW conference itself will 
begin on Thursday evening, Oc
tober 12, with Susan Glaspell's "A 
Jury of Her Peers." This one-act 
drama set in nineteenth-century 
American portrays women's need 
to connect with one another. The 
format will include drama, music, 
lecture, workshop, discussion, and 
panels. 

Keynote speaker Dr. Lisa 
Beardsley, Executive Vice Presi
dent of Loma Linda University, 
will discuss "Prototypes of Spiri
tual Women: a Budhhist, a Black, 
and Cinderella." 

Conference sessions empha
size connections among genera
tions of women and feature ses
sions on mentoring, spiritual di
rection, Ellen White, and the role 
of young women in the church. 
Other speakers include Jean 
Sheldon, Beverly Beem, Ileana 
Douglas, Carolina Rose, Terrie 
Aamodt, Marit Balk, and Bonnie 

Women from around the country share ideas at AAW work
shops, such as this one last October in Orlando. Pictured left to 
right: Joan Dell, New York; Nancy Lecourt and Penny Miller, 
California; Helen Thompson, Washington State; Felicia Phillips, 
Costa Rica; Pat Benton, Colorado. 

Dwyer. Karen Cress of the Placer
ville, California, church will direct 
Christal Harmony. a group of six
teen-year-old women. 

AAW continues the tradition of 
celebrating an Agape Supper on 
Friday evening and celebrating 
outstanding Women of the Year at 
a banquet on Saturday night. 

Voting annual recommenda
tions and appreciations is the cen
ter point of Sunday morning's 
business session. In past years 
these votes have become seeds of 
change for improvements in the 
Adventist Church. 

Brochures have been mailed to 
AAW members. To receive a bro
chure, or for any question or com
ment, phone or email Nancy 
LeCourt at Pacific Union College: 
(707 ) 965-7550; or email her: 
nlecourt@puc.edu. 

Registration 
To register for tbe AAW Confer

ence, call Adventist Plusline at 1-
800-SDA-PLUS or write to
Adventist Plusline, 2686 Towns
gate Road, Westlake Village, CA

91361. Cost for the AAW Confer
ence (witbout meals included): be
fore September 15, $60 (after �ep
tember 15, $70); seniors, $40; stu
dents, free! 

Meals: Each meal package is an" 
additional $125, which provides 
continental breakfast (Friday-Sab
bath-Sunday), lunch (Friday and 
Sabbath), Agape supper (Friday) 
and Women of the Year banquet 
(Saturday night). For information 
about individual meals (Sabbath 
lunch or Banquet only), please 
contact Nancy Sayers at (916) 791-
4892 or email her: 
ngsayers@cwnet.com. 

How to Pay: Adventist Plusline 
accepts: American Express, Dis
cover, Mastercard, VISA, Diner's 
Club, JCV, or personal checks 
made payable to Association of 
Adventist Women-Conference. 

Hotel: Call the Holiday Inn Sac
ramento NE at 1-800-388-9284 to 
make reservations at the conven
tion rate of $79 for a non-smok
ing room with two queen-sized 
beds. There is a free airport 
shuttle. Reservations required. 

Arizona Ordination-Cotnmissioning 
Highlights Gender Inclusiveness 
by Fritz Guy 

Patricia Glynn Hart and Jenny 
McBride, pastors in the Arizona 
Conference, were, along with their 
colleague Donald Smith, the focus 
of an ordination-commissioning 
service at the Arizona Camp 
Meeting 2000 in Prescott, Ari
zona, on June 10. 

fresid,ing at the Sabbath 
evening service was Conference 
President Herman Bauman, who 
formally welcomed the three to 

the gospel ministry and presented 
their ordination-commissioning 
certificates and credentials. The 
principal speaker for the gender
inclusive occasion was Kendra 
Haloviak, assistant professor of 
Biblical studies at Columbia 
Union College in Takoma Park, 
Maryland, one of three women or
dained as ministers by the Sligo 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
1995. The ordination-commission
ing prayer was offered by Dan 
Smith, pastor of the La Sierra 

\ 

University Church in Riverside, 
California, and brother of Donald 
Smith, who is associate pastor in 
Glend�le, Arizona. 
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Hands are placed on Patricia 
Glynn Hart and Jenny 

McBride, pastors in the Ari
zona Conference, during an 

ordination-commissioning 
service at the Arizona Camp 

Meeting 2000. 

"Woinen and the Word" 
Features Discussion, 
Draina, Bible Insights 

A new script dramatizing the 
stories of Adventist women who 
toppled walls of prejudice and tra
ditions in order to follow God's 
call will conclude the all-day 
Women and the Word seminar on 
October 12. The event is a pre-ses
sion to the AAW Conference and 
will be held in the Carmichael 
Adventist Church, 4600 Winding 
Way, Sacramento, California. The 
women featured in'the drama in
clude Ellen White, pioneer physi
cian Kate Lindsay, and Hyveth 
Williams, pastor of the Campus 
Hill Church in Loma Linda. 

The seminar is designed for 
any man or woman who would 
like to hear outstanding Adventist 
women pastors, theologians, and 
educators bring Scripture to life. 

Wbat do you do about Bible texts 
tbat say women sbould be silent and 
submissive? Hear Drs. Madelynn 
Jones Haldeman and Ginger 
Hanks Harwood dig into the text 
and find insights that improve our 
understanding of the Bible. 

Sbould women pastors be just like 
men pastors? Hear Dr. Hyveth Wil
liams discuss why women should 
find leadership styles of their own. 

Dr. Ella Simmons, provost/ 
vice president for academic ad
ministration at La Sierra Univer
sity, will begin the day with a de
votional and a later seminar which 
emphasize the power and respon
sibility women have in God's 
work. Karen Coy Darnell, a Bible 
teacher at Loma Linda Academy, 
will present "Hagar, the Runaway
Victim or Victor?" 

"Women and the Word" is spon
sored and coordinated by the 
Women's Resource Center at La 

Dr. Hyweth Williams, senior 
pastor of Campus Hill Sev
entb-day Adventist Church in 
Loma Linda, will discuss 
leadership styles at "Women 
and the Word," October 12 in 
Sacramento. 

Sierra University. For more infor
mation call Kit Watts or Penny 
Shell, (909) 785-2470 or fax them 
at (909) 785-2473. E-mail address: 
pshell@lasierra.edu. Or write to 
Women's Resource Center, La Si
erra University, 4700 Pierce Street, 
Riverside, CA 92515. 

To Register: The cost for the 
"Women and the Word" seminar 
is $35 now, and $40 after Septem
ber 15. The fee covers a buffet 
lunch, notebooks, handouts and 
materials from the speakers. 

To register for tbe Women and tbe 
Word pre-session, call Adventist 
Plusline at 1-800-SDA-PLUS or 
write to Adventist Plusline, 2686 
Townsgate Road, Westlake Village, 
CA 91361. 
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Womeno 
by Patricia Horning Benton 

f* G.tii � 
Family Life Award 

Elaine Estes and Omer Drury 
met over sticky bread dough in the 
bakery at Gem State Academy 
when they were 16. They've been 
"stuck " on each other ever since. 

Elaine graduated from Walla 
Walla College the year Omer 
headed for Loma Linda, and they 
were married when he completed 
his first finals in medical school. Al
though their early years together 
were full and happy. what Drury re
members most is the emptiness she 
felt as friends began their families. 

"I had stormed the gates of 
heaven with my request for a child. 
I was a kindred spirit with Hannah 
of the Bible," she says. 

Childless years passed. Then a 
doctor friend arranged for the 
Drurys to adopt a baby. "After the 
years of drought, it seemed that the 
windows of heaven opened and 
began raining babies without solici
tation on our part. In the next four 
years we adopted four children
and all four were under four years 
old: But that wasn't the end. "Five 
years later, a dimpled little tag-along 
came our way-all divinely ar
ranged. Amid mountains of diapers 
and bottles, I sometimes imagined 
a twinkle in God's eye. 'You pied 
for this!' I could hear Him saying." 

After a stint in the military, the 
Drurys settled in Troy. a hamlet 
tucked among the mountains. 
Forty years later they're still there, 
,till loving the people around them 
n their Idaho "mission field." 
::;;1aine has not only been an exem
Jlary mother, but like the Proverbs 
31 woman, she has been a strong
'lold of good works in her church 
md community. 

The children cherish growing-up 
nemories. "After eating supper on 
�riday evening, Mom would have 
1s gather around the table and we 
vould reach into a decorated box 
or our weekly surprise. It was al
\Tays something small and simple 
,ut fun! " remembers June Drury 
;finer. June also recalls that when 
he (and her siblings) went away to 
,cadcmy and college her Mom 
Tote her a letter every single day. 

Larry, the oldest son, says, 
fhere has almost never been a 
abbath when she has not had 

someone there for dinner-Mom 
has the talent of stretching food like 
Jesus did with the loaves and fish." 

When the children were teenag
ers, the Drurys wanted to create a 
business that would help them earn 
tuition-and give the kids challeng
ing summer work. The day the first 
man landed on the moon, the 
Drury Family Professional White
water Rafting first floated down the 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River. 
For 3 0  years the entire family-now 
including grandchildren-has oper
ated a safe and successful rafting 
business that has taken thousands 
of people into God's creation for 
multi-day trips. 

Elaine and Omer never limited 
their family-they've lost count of 
the children they've taken into their 
home for extended stays. They 
reach out to anyone in their com
munity who needs help-temporary 
shelter, food, clothing, a sympa
thetic ear. 

William Loveless, pastor of the 
Troy Adventist Church 4 5  years 
ago, describes Elaine: "This woman 
is vigorous and vital. I propose that 
the Lord sustains her in unusual 
ways because of her energetic sup
port of His reputation." 

'ti:!;. Was,g-
outstanding Achievement Award 

Physician, teacher, public 
speaker, writer, beloved mother and 
daughter-these words describe but 
do not capture the spirit of Rebekah 
Wang-Cheng. "Colleagues and au
diences adore her because of her 
compassionate connection with the 
common man and woman," writes 
Dan Matthews, formerly co-host 
with Wang-Cheng on Li/ estyle
Magazine. 

After graduating from Loma 
Linda University School of Medi
cine, Wang-Cheng earned board 
certification in internal medicine in 
198 3. She's been on the faculty of 
the Medical College of Wisconsin 
(MCW) since 1985, a full Professor 
of Medicine since 1999. 

She has an extremely devoted 
group of patients who value her 
emphasis on doctor-patient com
munication. Wang-Cheng works 
hard to see patients when they need 
her-even if the appointment book 

These seven women, carefully selected by a panel of judges from voluntary 
nominations, will be honored Saturday night, October 14, at the Associa
tion of Adventist Women conference banquet in Sacramento. The Women 
of the Year awards are intended to recognize the contributions of Adventist 
women in the church, the community. and the world at large, and to encour
age all women who are seeking to become all God intended them to be. 

is filled . Her busy schedule also 
includes teaching, developing new 
courses, advising medical students 
and residents, publishing in peer
reviewed journals, and serving as 
a role model. 

Wang-Cheng has been awarded 
MCW's highest teaching award
membership in the Society of 
Teaching Scholars-made to only 
one or two (out of 800!) faculty 
members each year. And the fac
ulty elected her President of the 
Faculty Council for 2000-2001, 
making Wang-Cheng the institu
tion's chief faculty spokesperson. 

Outside her academic environ
ment, Wang-Cheng is well known 
as a popular speaker on both medi
cal and spiritual topics. For more 
than five years she was co-host and 
medical consultant for the televi
sion show Li/ estyle Magazine. Co
host Matthews admits that "Most 
of the audience questions were di
rected to Dr. Wang-Cheng ... She 
has the ability to create a level of 
confidence that makes her both dy
namic and magnetic." 

For ten years Wang-Cheng has 
served as a trustee of Andrews Uni
versity. President Niels-Erik An
dreasen describes her impact: "Car
ing intensely about the spiritual life 
of the campus, she took every op
portunity when visiting Andrews to 
seek out, befriend, and nurture the 
students and thereby to understand 
the university and its needs. She 
conducted a memorable Week of 
Spiritual Emphasis on our campus." 

Her newspaper column, "Dear 
Dr. Becky." is the most popular in 
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. And 
she's the favorite speaker at 
women's retreats year after year. 

A highlight of Wang-Cheng's life 
came last June, when she took her 
widowed mother back to her native 
China after 52 years. Returning to 
her mother's home village, they 
connected with relatives and fam
ily friends. In Shanghai they re
newed acquaintance with some of 
her mother's college classmates. 

Wang-Cheng values her role as 
mother of three outstanding sons. 
Christopher is a sophomore at Pa
cific Union College, studying mu
sic and art. Andrew is a freshman 
at the University of Santa Paula, 
majoring in business. Ryan is a sev
enth-grader and promising virtuoso 
on the piano and violin. 

Aileen King, Wisconsin Confer
ence Women's Ministries director, 
sums up the essence of her friend: 
"Becky Cheng is the most down
to-earth doctor, teacher, mom that 
I know. She is one of those super 
women who carefully balances 
mothering, career, church life, ex
ercise, travel, and relationships .... 
She is thin and beautiful; sincere 
and godly; witty and personable; 
talented and professional." 

M�Wood 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

When Miriam was only seven 
years old, her mother died, so she 
was reared by her paternal grand
parents. Her grandfather was a min
ister, making Miriam part of the 
"great Advent movement." 

Miriam dashed through Lodi 
Academy and Pacific Union Col
lege (majoring in English and his
tory), graduating from college when 
barely out of her teens. Shortly af
ter graduation she married minis
terial intern Kenneth H. Wood, her 
beloved K.H.W. In her vintage 
tongue-in-cheek style she notes 
about those early days, "It should 
be mentioned here that after KH.W. 
took unto himself a wife, his salary 
was raised-from $15 to $18 per 
week. One assumes that it was ex
pected that my food would cost 
$3.00 per week." 

Wood began her career as the 
wife of an evangelist, which she 
knew would be a full-time "volun
teer " position. Her first employ
ment "outside the home " was as di
rector of the Bible Correspondence 
School for the New Jersey Confer
ence. Later she was registrar at 
Takoma Academy and secretary to 
the president and senior editor at 
Home Study Institute. 

Much of her professional life 
was devoted to teaching high 
school English in the Montgomery 
County. Maryland, public school 
system. The decision to leave de
nominational employment was an 
accommodation to her husband's 
job as editor of the Adventist Review.
In that position he was expected to 
travel around the world, and in 
those days a wife did not normally 
accompany her spouse. A school 
schedule-and public school sal
ary!-enabled her to pay her own 
way and travel with K.H.W. 

But it is as a columnist for the 
Review and as author of 16 books 
that Wood became known to 
Adventists. In this role she pro
moted and modeled a new view of 
Adventist women-one that recog
nized them as separate from their 
husbands with �eir own gifts, as-

To learn how to nominate a woman for 2001, write to Women of the 
Year Awards, Association of Adventist Women, La Sierra University, 
Campus Box 337, Riverside, CA 92515-8247. 

pirations, and contributions. Begin
ning in 195 6, she wrote regular col
umns until 1994. Although the col
umn name and format changed 
with the times, Wood's popularity 
never waned. In addition, she wrote 
articles for the Review and other 
church publications, producing a 
body of work exceeded only by 
Ellen White! 

"I invited Miriam Wood to write 
a question-and-answer column as 
soon as I became editor of the 
Adventist Review," relates William G. 
Johnsson. "'Dear Miriam' was an 
instant hit, and throughout 12 years 
and nearly 150 columns it never 
flagged, never fell into cliches, 
never turned predictable or sour. 
'Dear Miriam' was quintessential 
Miriam Wood: wise, balanced, cou
rageous, good-humored, and 
Adventist Christian through and 
through. Her writings have helped 
shape a more gracious, balanced, 
and compassionate church." 

People recognize and appreci
ate Wood's frankness. Former boss 
Delmer Holbrook says, "One of the 
qualities that I admire most about 
Miriam is her complete loyalty to 
the church without shading or 
masking the foibles and mistakes 
she saw. ... She had a healthy atti
tude toward her 'brethren' while 
knowing full well their 'humanness' 
and respecting and caring deeply 
at the same time." 

Editor Johnsson sums up how 
Adventists young and old feel 
about her: " Hearing that Miriam 
was calling it quits, someone asked 
me about a 'replacement.' But there 
could be no replacement-no one 
can replace Miriam Wood." 

�Ffowe;a 
Church Life Award 

For two decades Karen M. Flow
ers has been a family-ministries 
specialist at the General Confer
ence, for the past five as co-direc
tor of the Department of Family 
Ministries. In this role she has in
fluenced church policies that affect 
women as no one else could. One 
outstanding contribution has been 
her participation in revising the di
vor c e and remar riage policy 
adopted at the Toronto General 
Conference in 2 000. A gifted 
teacher, she prefers the team ap
proach to family ministries with her 
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husband, Ron, and together they've 
traveled in 70 countries, develop
ing leadership and establishing the 
departmental infrastructure. 

Karen Christoffel grew up in 
Berrien Springs, Michigan, and 
majored in English and Secondary 
Education at Andrews University. 
She married Ron Flowers in 196 6 
and immersed herself in the busy 
world of a young pastor's wife. 

Flowers' special interest in fafni.. 
lies began after the births of Jeffrey 
and Jonathan, when she wanted to 
increase her effectiveness in her 
own marriage and parenting. She 
became certified in two nationally 
recognized programs: PET (Parent 
Effectiveness Training) and STEP 
(Systematic Training for Effective 
Parenting). She encouraged her 
husband to participate with her in 
an Adventist Marriage Enrichment 
seminar, which fostered their mu
tual zeal to minister for couples and 
families. The Flowerses began to 
develop materials and programs 
together as part of their pastoral 
role in Washington, D.C. 

Their effective work was no
ticed, and 20 years ago they were 
invited to join the General Confer
ence Home and Family Service. 
Flowers worked part-time until their 
sons entered boarding academy, 
when she became full-time. 

In addition to her Family Minis
tries duties, for two years Flowers 
served as chair of the GC Women's 
Ministries Advisory just before the 
establishment of the Women's Min
istries Department. She was re
sponsible for a landmark survey, 
"The Role of Women in the 
Church," which covered nearly 
2,000 women employed by the de
nomination regarding their atti
tudes toward the church and their 
work for it. 

Flowers has authored or co
authored more than 50 journal ar
ticles on marriage, parenting, and 
family life. She's wr itten the 
teacher's helps for an adult Sabbath 
School quarterly, and co-authored 
or edited more than 30 major re
sources for Family Ministries. To
gether with Ron, she wrote the book 
Love Aflame. 

Currently Flowers is a Ph.D. can
didate in Religious Education at 
Andrews University, with a spe
cialty in family life. Her creative 
energy finds expression in numer
ous programs and projects that 
maintain Adventist family ministry 
on the cutting edge of develop
ment. She gave leadership to the 
first international study of the 
Adventist family, launched in 1994 
and carried out in parts of seven 
world divisions. 

At Capital Memorial Church 
Flowers is an elder, a Sabbath 
School teacher, and a member of 
the Praise Team, and she finds time 
for reading, writing, needlework, 
gardening, and sharing Scripture. 

The highest endorsement for 
Flowers was written by her hus
band: "What she is in public minis
try; Karen is also in private life. She 
is a woman of loyalty and integrity; 
a supporter, a comforter, a confi-

, dant, a devoted mother to our sons, 
and a wonderful homemaker. I have 
profound admiration for her and 
cherish her as my dearest friend 
and lover." 

Community Life Award 

"Dorothy Valcarcel is an ordi
nary woman who does everything 
in an extraordinary way," says her 
long-time friend Mary Olson. "She 
is extremely perceptive of people's 
needs." 

Sometimes it seems as if Val
carcel is single-handedly looking 
out for the community of her Cam
elback church in Phoenix, Arizona 
She has often done this in a role 
less usual for women-that of finan
cial and business leadership. As ex
amples of her involvement she: 
• Served on the board and the fi

nance committee, giving strong
leadership for the management
of church finances.

• Spearheaded the writing of a
$30,000 grant application to
launch a program to reach the
unreached communities around
the church.

• Saw the need for women in min
istry and initiated a plan with the
local conference and church
board to hire the pastor's wife for
full-time team ministry.

• Anonymously paid tuition for
children who would otherwise
not be able to attend church
school.

• Took needy persons into her
home and helped them gain in
dependence.

• Shared her wonderful talent of
music, playing the piano for stu
dent programs year after year.
Nearly 20 years ago Dorothy

and James Valcarcel started their 
business, West Coast Direct Re
sponse, Inc., an advertising agency 
specializing in direct-mail fund-rais
ing for philanthropic organizations. 
As president, Valcarcel has raised 
millions of dollars for libraries, hos
pitals, schools, food banks, and 
other non-profits. Because of this 
success, she's a sought-after 
speaker. 

Valcarcel shares her business 
acumen with church organizations. 
She was one of the first women on 
the board of the Voice of Prophecy, 
and has served on the executive 
committees of the Arizona Confer
ence and the Pacific Union Con
ference. 

While returning home from a 
business trip and meeting of the 
Union committee three years ago, 
the couple's vehicle was hit head
on by a high-speed car traveling in 
the wrong lane. Their front wheels 
crushed their legs. Massive injuries 
included dozens of broken bones. 
Valcarcel-contrary to her doctors' 

prognosis-was determined to play 
the piano again, despite the fact that 
her left elbow was secured by 14 
metal pins. She had scarcely any 
movement in her fingers and could 
not rotate her wrist. 

After months in various hospi
tals and rehabilitation facilities, 
Valcarcel raised her hands heaven
ward, forced her wrist to rotate as 
far as possible, stretched the stiff 
elbow in spite of severe pain, and 
said aloud, "God, I raise my empty 
hands, asking You to fill them with 
what you would have me do today." 

Today that includes playing the 
piano again. And sending bouquets 
to. cheer or congratulate a friend. 
And calling a church member in 
need of encouragement. And coun
seling nieces and nephews with un
conditional love. 

If you met Dorothy; she wouldn't 
tell you about her accident or the 
surgeries that she still faces. She 
doesn't ask God why, but simply 
praises Him for sparing her life so 
she can witness to others. 

Pf'JfJfd f41i.4 w�
Professional Life Award 

For a woman who never wanted 
to work outside the home, Penny 
Estes Wheeler is making a signifi
cant contribution to her church 
through her professional life as a 
writer and editor. In addition, she 
has been a trailblazer for women 
in the Adventist church by helping 
to conceive and found the maga
zine, Women of Spirit, a unique 
source of nurture and information. 

During what she calls her "earth 
mother" phase, her life was filled 
with children, loaves of bread, and 
cookies. But in the evenings when 
the country home she shared with 
Gerald and their four children was 
still, Wheeler wrote stories and 
books. She became a popular au
thor in the Adventist church, viv
idly portraying life-its fun, ro
mance, and problems-with her 
characteristically sensitive style. 

"I had heard of Penny Estes 
Wheeler long before I met her at a 
hot and dusty camp meeting in Ten
nessee in 1973. I loved her writing 
and for years had eagerly read any
thing under her byline. Now there 
she stood outside her tent, happily 
surrounded by her energetic flock 
of children, and she was exactly as 
I'd imagined her. Warm. Interested. 
Unaffected. Laughing easily and 
often," remembers Jeannette R. 
Johnson, acquisitions editor at the 
Review and Herald. 

Wheeler has written nearly a 
dozen books, half a dozen youth, 
junior and earliteen Sabbath School 

lesson quarterlies and teacher's 
helps, complete issues of These 
Times, a script for "Faith for Today;" 
and a series for the Adventist read
ing texts. She's also authored hun
dreds of magazine articles and sto
ries. 

In 1983 Wheeler was invited to 
be editor of Guide magazine. She 
was the first woman to hold that po
sition. She was the first Guide edi
tor to seek stories dealing with real
life problems-dating, latch-key 
kids, teen suicide, and parental al
coholism. 

Three years later Wheeler be
came the first denominational book 
acquisitions editor. Two of the 
projects that brought her great sat
isfaction are How to Help Your Child 
Really Love Jesus and the biography 
of pediatric neurosurgeon Ben 
Carson, Gifted Hands. Under her 
leadership, the Review and Herald 
began publishing books targeted to 
women. 

In 1994 Wheeler accepted a 
daunting challenge-starting a ma
jor new magazine especially for 
women. The barriers to making 
Women of Spirit a success have been 
great. Conservative women in the 
church were as suspicious as many 
men at its inception. Wheeler 
steered a moderate course to insure 
the magazine's acceptance. As edi
tor, she shows the world church how 
natural it is for a woman to be in 
ministry by featuring women in 
ministry on the cover and as au
thors of articles of biblical and spiri
tual instruction. 

Wheeler has served as vice
president and president for 
Adventist Editors International. 
She was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame at Southwestern Adventist 
College in 1980 and was an Hon
ored Alumna at Andrews Univer
sity in 1987 .  

Penny Estes Wheeler is  shy 
about her accomplishments, yet 
she's touched and influenced many 
in the Adventist Church for more 
than three decades. She is warm, 
caring, open to learning, and gifted 
as a writer and editor. Throughout 
her professional life, she's been an 
innovator and trailblazer. 

f lhe Jf!IJJ1J �, M.O. 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Effie Jean Potts considered a 
career as a concert pianist and 
earned a bachelor's degree in mu
sic froin La Sierra College. But 
while she was studying music, she 
decided she wanted to do "some
thing more practical"-become a 
missionary physician. 

The admissions committee at 
Loma Linda delayed her accept
ance into medical school for three 
years, bypassing her in favor of re
turning Gis. So she earned a degree 
in dietetics while she waited. Once 
accepted, she was one of only three 
women in her class. 

Effie Jean met Sam Ketting 
while she was in residency and he 
was in medical school. Despite di
vergent backgrounds, Effie Jean 
and Sam found their goals to be 
identical, and they married the 
night he graduated. 

Ketting completed residencies 
in both pathology and obstetrics/ 
gynecology. During most of her 20 
years of mission service, she was 
the only pathologist within a 350-
mile radius, typically doing pathol
ogy on 1,500 surgical specimens 
each year. And that was in addition 
to her OB/GYN practice. 

Ketting remained in the States 
after her husband returned to Thai
land following furlough. During this 
time she purchased the entire inven
tory for a 30-bed hospital under 
construction in West Thailand, and 
had it stored in Loma Linda. As the 
hospital was nearing completion, 
she called a U.S . general in charge 
of military transport and suggested 
that his pilots fly loaded planes 
rather than practicing without a 
load. It was nearly a year before the 
general called back, asking to speak 
to "the little lady missionary doc
tor." Once the hospital-in-crates ar
rived in Thailand-courtesy of the 
U.S. Air Force-she persuaded the 
Thai Air Force to fly the equipment 
in smaller planes to Phuket. 

But it is for her work with 
women and babies that Ketting is 
best remembered and loved. She 
brought more than 16,000 babies 
into the world! One record-break
ing day she did 18 deliveries, includ
ing two C-sections. Ketting planned 
to take a leave of absence when her 
children were small. However, there 
was no one to take her place, so 
she offered the rearing of her chil
dren up to God and went to work 
part-time. (Indeed, two hours after 
her son was born she sat at her desk 
to read emergency frozen sec
tions!) The youngsters played in a 
"Kiddy Koop" behind her desk, and 
doting office nurses kept a watch
ful eye on Ginger (now a college 
professor) and Case (now a radia
tion oncologist) when Mom had to 
dash upstairs for a delivery. 

One of her notable, but widely 
unknown contributions to improv
ing church policies towards women 
was her protest against the fact that 
married women missionaries with 
full-time jobs overseas were not 
paid while on furlough. She and her 
husband successfully got the atten
tion of "the brethren" by getting a 
bogus divorce so she would be eli
gible for pay. The policy was soon 
changed! 

Now retired, Ketting keeps up
to-date through continuing medical 
education, does relief medical work 
overseas, serves as a church musi
cian, looks in on ailing members at 
home. maintains her garden, and 
keeps her children mothered with 
e-mails, phone calls, and visits.
Effie Jean Ketting has combined
her multiple talents into a full life
of quiet service and caring.
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Presidential Communique 

It's Time 
by Georgia Hodgkin, Ed.D., R.D., FAD.A. 

AAW President 

Solomon talked about time; "a 
time for everything, and a season 
for every activity." It's time for the 
Association of Adventist Women 
(AAW). Many organizations link 
membership renewal to their an
nual meeting. Ours is coming. May 
your plans, that is your financial 
plans, move in that direction. It's 
time to review the reasons why. 

AAW was front and center at 
the General Conference booth in 
Toronto. Reports describe the en
thusiastic response of conference
goers to the materials distributed. 
Many were surprised by the sheer 
numbers of women pas tors show
cased in the last The Adventist

Woman. Women pastors, previ
ously unknown to the organiza
tion, came by. One woman pastor 
who stopped by has six churches 
in Mexico City; a man from Por-
tugal told us of a woman pastor in 
his country and of two young 
women studying theology in 
France . It's time to pay the bills 
for the booth. 

Watch your mail for the well 
designed brochure from Nancy 
Lecourt, Pacific Union College, 
describing the annual meeting. 
Excellent sessions on timely top
ics with informed, articulate 
speakers invite you to Sacra
mento. It's time to make plane res
ervations to come feed your soul. 

Every issue of The Adventist

Woman propels the goals of AAW 
forward. Within its pages, issues 
affecting women of the Adventist 
Church are discussed. Contribu
tions of women to spreading the 
gospel remind readers that we all 
have a role and responsibility in 
the great commission. And, we 
gently nudge, that it is time offi
cially to recognize those who have 
accepted God's call as their life 
work. 

Many noted the call for nomi
nations published in the union 
papers for Women of the Year 
awards. The selection process 

again this year revealed the stel
lar talents of Adventist women. It's 
time to pay the bills involved in 
celebrating these women. 

AAW has only two sources of 
income; your subscription to The

Adventist Woman and donations. 
Consider this a reminder to renew 
your subscription; find a scissors 
and clip the coupon. It's time to 
find your checkbook and write a 
big one. It will be one of the very 
best investments you ever made. 
Thank you for your continuing 
generosity. 

Editorial Staff 
Tbe Adventist Woman 

Volume 18:3 

Editors: 

Copy Editor: 
Layout: 
Circulation: 

Kit Watts 
Penny Shell 
Elvin Benton 
Kaaren Kinzer 
Alyce Pudewell 

Where are they now? Can you 
help us locate the fallowing whose 
forwarding address orders have expired? 

Yvonne Bower, Arcadia, CA 
Dorothy Love Charland, Soquel, CA 
Dilma Clements, Apopka, FL 
Elaine Dryer, Rio Rancho, NM 
Bertha Glanzer, Yucaipa, CA 
Betty J. Mcmillan, Shenandoah, VA 
J .  Harry Krueger, Monrovia, MD 
Grace L. Lessane, Baltimore, MD 
Lorraine Peterson, Edmonds, WA 
E. Joy Neely, Roseville, CA
Jeanine Rana
Juanita Ross, Baltimore, MD
Betty Wheelock, Willamina, OR

If you know their new address, 
please send it to: The Association 
of Adventist Women, La Sierra 
University, Campus Box 337, 
Riverside, CA 92515-8247. 

Your $15 lets you predict and review unique activities for women
women who are alert to issues, women who want to grow person
ally and professionally, women who stand for the right though the 
heavens fall. If this issue reached you "by grace," won't you renew 
your subscription today? 

Mail this form with your check or money order payable in US 
funds to: The Adventist Woman
La Sierra University, Campus Box 337, Riverside, CA 92515- 8247. 

name 

address 

0 I am enclosing $15 ($22 outside the U.S.) 
to subscribe to The Adventist Woman for one year. 

0 My tax-deductible contribution of $. ___ _  is also enclosec;I. 
I 

0 My address has changed to the above . 

Women's Issues 

What happened in Toronto? 
by Kit Watts 

Women themselves, along with 
their concerns, were more evident 
at the Toronto General Conference 
session and received more positive 
treatment than at Utrecht (1995), 
Indianapolis (1990), or New Or
leans (1985). 

GC delegates. Of the 2000 
delegates to the session, about 15 
per cent were women. On the GC 
nominating committee of 174 per
sons, 13 were women. Of the 16 
members of the nominating com
mittee from North America, four 
were women. Small as these num
bers are, they represent an improve
ment. In the past, women have ei
ther been left out or were invisible. 

Divorce and remarriage 
document. One of the major re
sponsibilities of a GC session is to 
consider changes of The Church

ManuaL In Toronto, delegates spent 
parts of three days debating a thor
ough revision of the chapter on 
marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 
The original policy was written in 
1932. Rather harsh in nature, it had 
not been updated since 1950. 

At first, the delegates voted to 
refer the document back to the 
committee, leaving the 1950 policy 
in place for another five years. On 
the final Friday morning of the ses
sion, however, the delegates re
scinded this motion-and then 
voted to adopt the new policy. Most 
see it as more progressive and 
grace-filled . 

Women speakers. At both the 
GC session and the World Minis
terial Council, a few women spoke 
for plenary sessions, but very few. 

Exhibits and booths. For only 
the second time, the session plan
ners allowed the Association of 
Adventist Women to have an ex
hibit in the main hall-and in an 
excellent location. AAW distrib
uted thousands of copies of the 
newest Adventist Woman, and infor
mational brochures. Those staffing 
the booth also handed out flyers 
and newsletters from TEAM and 
the Women's Resource Center at La 
Sierra University. (By comparison, 
in 1990 at Indianapolis, AAW ma
terials were virtually contraband .) 

For the first time, the GC Minis
terial Association exhibit included 
a booth specifically for women in 
ministry (clergy). Penny Shell, as
sociate director of the LSU 
Women's Resource Center and a 
former hospital chaplain for 16 
years, met streams of visitors. She 
distributed copies of Contact, a 
publication for women in ministry 
newly launched by the GC Minis
terial Association. She was assisted 
by Norma Osborn, Associate Pas
tor at Community Praise SDA 
Church, Alexandria, Virginia. 

Luncheon for Women in 
Ministry. More than 40 women in 
ministry attended a private lun
cheon organized for them on June 
29 by Sharon Cress, associate di
rector of the GC Ministerial Asso
ciation. Countries represented in
cluded: Australia, Canada, Costa 
Rica, England, the Fiji Islands, Nor-

way, South Africa, and the U.S. In 
addition to those who are currently 
studying theology, the women were 
serving as pastors, hospital chap
lains, Bible teachers, and confer
ence departmental administrators. 

Seminars for women clergy. 
For the first time ever, seminars for 
and by women were featured dur
ing the World Ministerial Council, 
June 25�29. The Women's Resource 
Center at La Sierra University or
ganized four seminars, one each 
day, by invitation of the GC Minis
terial Association. More than 400 
women and men attended. The 
council, which attracted about 
8,000 pastors and their spouses, 
along with other church leaders, 
was a pre-session to the quinquen
nial General Conference Session of 
Seventh-day Adventists. 

Two of the seminars focused 
directly on women's concerns. Jean 
Sheldon, assistant professor of re
ligion at Pacific Union College pre
sented "New Lessons from Old 
Testament Women." To a full house 
of about 140 women and a dozen 
men, a panel of six discussed "Is
sues Women in Ministry Face To
day." 

The other two seminars focused 
on issues every minister faces re
gardless of gender-preaching and 
Bible study. Madelynn Haldeman, 
retired professor of religion at La 
Sierra University, energetically 
demonstrated that the Gospel of 
Matthew can be better understood 
if one is fully aware of its amazing 
literary structure. Hyveth Williams, 
senior pastor of the Campus Hill 
Church in Loma Linda, California, 

The Toronto Convention 
Center, next to the Sky Dome, 
housed General Conference 
exhibits, registration, and 
many seminars and work
shops. 

outlined principles of powerful 
preaching in her trademark power
ful style. 

Women's Ministries events. 
Officially created in 1990, the GC 
Women's Ministries Department 
continued its tradition of providing 
inspirational meetings and a vari
ety of seminars for women who 
were not GC delegates. The events 
were well attended, attracting more 
than 3,000 to the plenary sessions. 

Arizona Ordination
Commissioning Highlights 
Gender Inclusiveness 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

A pastor in Oracle, Arizona, 
since 1997, Pat Hart previously 
served in the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. She graduated from 
Southern Missionary College 
(now Southern Adventist Univer
sity), where her studies empha
sized community services, reli
gion, and biology. Married and the 
mother of two children, she was 
subsequently employed in public 
relations at Hinsdale Adventist 
Hospit al in Hinsdale, Illinois. 
Later she continued her education 
with coursework at Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary in Forth Worth, 
Texas and also in chaplaincy and 
clinical pastoral education. 

Jenny McBride has been pas
tor of the Catalina Hills Fellow
ship in the Tuscon area for nearly 
five years. She received a bachelor 
of science degree in medical tech
nology from Loma Linda Univer
sity, and eventually, as a single, 
working parent, completed the re
quirements for a master of divin
ity degree from Denver Seminary 
in Colorado. Pastor McBride's 
daughter, Shasta Burr, is complet-

ing a master of divinity degree at 
Andrews University and begin
ning full-time ministry in the 
Washington Conference this fall. 

Haloviak's homily emphasized 
the variety of human needs to 
which ministers are called to re
spond, represented by persons 
she encountered in a Sabbath 
School class as she began her own 
pastoral ministry in Ohio, and 
also by three members of the early 
Christian community in the city 
of Philippi as reported in Acts 16-
a woman fabric merchant, a for
tune-telling slave girl, and the war
den of the city jail. 

The three Arizona pastors. re
ceived identical ministerial cre
dentials which read, "This is to 
certify that ___ is an ordained-
commissioned minister in good 
standing in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and is autho
rized to perform the duties of said 
office." President Bauman was 
quoted as saying that this was the 
first ordination-commissioning 
service authorized by the Pacific 
Union Conference, which for
mally approved all three candi
dates. 


