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Spencer Freeman Photo 

Robert H. Carter, President of the Lake Union Conference, prayed as three women were 
ordained as elders at the Spanish SDA Church in Berrien Springs, Michigan, on Febru
ary 8. Pastor Luis Leonor discussed the concept of women elders with the nominating 
committee in the Fall, and during a later church business meeting the congregation 
voted overwhelmingly (250 to 4) to proceed. Those in the photo are (Left to Right): Pastor 
Luis Leonor, Marcia Gomez, Antonia Elenes, Vita Marquez and Robert H. Carter. 
(Second row): Gilberto Gaton, Vicente Rodriquez and Francisco Ramos. (Second row but 
not visible): Herold Weiss, David Gullon, Aecio Cairns, Eduardo Ocampo, Javier Diza, 
and Jose Barrios. 

-----Chapter News----

lnland Empire: Plans 11Women of Courage" 

Maryan Stirling, chapter president, reports 
that the steering committee for the fourth 
annual AA W conference has selected as its 
theme "Women of Courage." The con
ference, open to all MW members new and 
old, will meet in the Loma Linda area on 
November 28 -30 in connection with the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
"In this year when we '1ad two women 

astronauts aboard the Challenger spaceship, 
and when Corazon Aquino triumphed in 
bringing a new government to the Philip
pines, we think 'Women of Courage' is an 
appropriate theme!" Stirling commented. 

Eugene, Oregon: Study and action 

Nine leaders of the young adult group in 
the Eugene, Oregon, area are spearheading 
the organization of a new MW Chapter. 
During the month of March they scheduled 
five weeks of study on women and the Bible 
including: "Women and the Old Testament" 
bv Elizabeth Sterndale, General Conference; 
"Jesus' View of Women," with a guest panel; 
"Women and the Christian Church," by Di-

ane Forsyth, a Walla Walla church pastor; 
and "Women and the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church" by Merikay McLeod· and Lorna 
Tobler. On March 29 their topic was 
"Celebration of Women," which was to in
clude the formation of the new chapter. 

Among those leading out are Charles and 
Lorie Borris and Sue Harrington. 

Michiana: Speaker, hospitality seminar 

A joint meeting of the Michiana AA W and 
the Seminary Regional Wives on February 
24 heard GC Vice President Dr. Calvin B. 
Rock talk on "Female Influences on My 
Life." 

From his grandmother, Mrs. R.L. Brad
ford, he said he gained inspiration. From his 
mother, Mrs. Eva Rock, he learned de
termination. From his wife, Clara, he learned 
to appreciate propriety and practicality. From 
his three daughters, Dr. Rock says, he has 
learned to exercise a less judgmental attitude 
and discover "what love and family together
ness is all about." The last woman he men
tioned was not a relative but his current secre
tary, Phyllis Clendaniel. Said Rock, "She 
provides an atmosphere of intellectual hon
esty in the office. She is a Christian who 
doesn't know how to hate or be prejudiced; 

she puts the love of God above -everything 
else." 

Rock concluded by saying that these 
women, and others he has worked with, have 
influenced his life and ministry for the church 
in very positive ways. 

On the weekend of March 7 approximately 
40 men and women attended a hospitality 
evangelism workshop conducted by Dr. Pa
tricia Mutch. She called it, "Christian Hospi-

- talityMadeEasy." The group spent about14
hours together on Friday, Sabbath, and Sun
day. Bible models of hospitality were explored;
practical menus and decorations were dem
onstrated. But sharing Christ and caring for
others was the focal point. Several practical
plans were laid by hospitality teams formed at
the workshop.

-Stella Greig 

Metro Washington: Panel, workshop 

Recent events sponsored by the Washing
ton Metropolitan (D.C.) Chapter of MW in
cludes a panel discussion on women's role in 
the early SDA Church, a benefit concert by 
acclaimed soloist Faith Esham, and a work
s�op on assertiveness training entitled, "Put
ting Your Best Foot Forward," with Dr. Thes
ba Johnston of Andrews University. 

Participants in the February panel discus
sion included Dawn Reynolds, moderator; 
Josephine Benton, and Bert Haloviak, and 
featured the accomplishments of such out
standing SDA women of mission as Mary 
Walsh, Lulu Wightman, and Anna Knight. 

Miss Esham' s concert, the proceeds of 
which will benefit the chapter's scholarship 

fund for women students at Columbia Union 
College, is described on page 4. 

On March 24, Dr. Thesba Johnston dis
cussed the importance of all human beings, 
and especially women, developing a sense of 
self-confidence and a positive self- image. 
She lil'\ked assertiveness with a healthy sense 
of self. In so doing, she made a distinction 
between assertiveness and aggression. 

Dr. Johnston also suggested techniques for 
dealing with conflict, and for getting in touch 
with one's own feelings. She and Susan. 
Oms role played ways to say "No" and stick 
with it, despite personal attacks, begging, or 
guilt-provoking behavior by bosses, relatives, 
or even people who expect your participation 

VENDEN MINISTRY 
From front page 

woman recuperating trom heavy surgery. 
The two of them both attended a graveside 
service of a member on Friday, and Margie 
supplied another cake for the dinner. In the 
evening they delivered food to two families 
who were sick. Afterward they joined stu
dents in one of the university's dormitories for 
singing, Lou leading the music and Margie 
playing the piano. 

Another important part of their team minis
try is discussing Lou's sermons and develop-
ing good sermon titles. After the first service 
on Sabbath morning the two of them meet to 
talk about how it went and make clarifications 
and revisions. 

"I am a footsoldier, not a general," Margie 
commented. "Other pastors' wives prefer 
counseling, giving Bible studies or taking 
leadership. And that is good. But I'm not an 
up-front person. I don't even consider myself 
a 'professional pray-er.' If a person requests 
prayer I honor that, but my style i� simply to 
be there, to listen, to be a friend, to come and 
go quietly." 

"This is an important point," Lou empha
sized. "There is no more a 'typical pastor's 
wife' than there is a 'typical pastor.' All of us 
come to ministry as we are, with what we 
have. We do best when we build upon our 
interests and our abilities. What Margie and I 
feel happiest about in our team ministry is the 
flexibility we have to put our mix of talents 
and interest to work for God." 

By contrast, Lou noted that Marvin and 
Shirley Ponder' s approach to team ministry 
has taken a different course. Shirley became 

Esham concert 
helps students 

Faith Esham, noted solist and alumna of 
Columbia Union College, was featured in a 
March 22 concert sponsored by the Metropol
itan Washington (D.C.) Chapter of MW. 

The concert, held at Takoma Academy, 
Takoma Park, Maryland, attracted a large 
number of enthusiastic music lovers and 
raised $2,000 to provide scholarships for 
young women at CUC. 

Miss Esham has been acclaimed for her 
concerts and performances in leading opera 
houses in the United States and Europe. In 
19 83 she won rave reviews for her starring 
role of Micaela in the filrn Carmen, opposite 
Placido Domingo. Miss Esham has per
formed at the New York Opera, the Kennedy 
Center, the Pittsburgh Opera as well as in 
concert halls in The Netherlands and France. 

The MW benefit concert included selec
tions from Susannah and Madame Butterfly, 
as well as the music of Copland, Rachmani
noff, Puccini, Faure, and Wolf. 

Laurel Ann Johnson, Miss Esham's 
accompanist, has won several awards at var
ious music festivals and has played with two 
symphonies in Washington state. 

Miss Esham received a standing ovation for 
her performance, which was recorded on 
videotape for future broadcast on the Tako
ma Park cable television channel. 

active in the Loma Linda church because she 
saw the need for organizing and nurturing the 
200 leaders of the Sabbath schools that care 
each week for 1,000 children. Eventually, the' 
"Pastoral Subscription Fund" expanded to 
give her a stipend, too. Finally, she moved 
into a formal position as a pastor and became 
a member of the regular University church 
staff. 

"We're glad to have Shirley in this capacity 
and we support it. There is room for more 
than one style of team ministry," Lou said. 

Eighty years after Ellen White emphatically 
urged it, the Loma Linda University church is 
among the first to remunerate a dedicated 
minister's wife. Writing in 1915 in the book 
Evangelism, page 493, Mrs. White noted: 

"Injustice has sometimes been done to 
women who labor just as devotedly as their 
husbands, and who are recognized by God as 
being necessary to the work of the ministry. 
The method of paying men laborers and not 
paying their wives who share their labors with 
them, is a plan not according to the Lord's 
order, and if carried out in our conferences, is 
liable to discourage our sisters from qualifying 
themselves for the work they should engage 
in. God is a God of justice, and if the ministers 
receive a salary for their work, their wives 
who devote themselves just as disinterestedly 
to the work, should be paid in addition to the 
wages their husbands receive, even though 
they may not ask for this." 

Fresh-squeezed orange juice, a smile, a 
touch, a song-these are just some of the 
ways Marjorie Venden ministers to an ever
widening community as some church memb
ers take Ellen White at her word and nudge 
Adventism at large to do the same. 

Norma Osborn, Metro Chapter president, 
introduces the Faith Esham concert. 

CHAPLAINS 
From front page 

Vote Supports Ordination 
After Penny's report on women in health

care chaplaincy (Adventist women are ex
cluded from military chaplaincy by a strict 
ordination requirement), the group of more 
than 100 Adventist chaplains gave a standing 
ovation. 

Herman L. Kibble, Navy chaplain, im
mediately commented on the church's 
encouragement to ordained ministers who 
join Adventism to become Adventist pastors. 
"Now what will the church do if one of the 
called, dedicated, ordained women ministers 
with whom I work decides to become an 
Adventist? Defrock her?" Walter Kloss, head 
chaplain at New England Memorial Hospital, 
moved to express support for the ordination 
of Adventist women in ministry. The motion 
was strongly approved with only a handful of 

in every project that the church or school dissenting votes.

undertakes. Standing Committee Appointed 
Following the workshop, a reception was· · Daryl Nicola, outgoing president of SDA 

held for the members of the General Con- Health-Care Chaplains, appointed Penny 
ference Off ice of  Human Relat ions'' Shell chair of a new standing committee to 
Women's Commission, which was meeting report on progress of women in ministry and 
in Washington that week. Members of the to foster and promote the ministry of women 
commission who attended the reception in- in chaplaincy. 
eluded Ms. Elizabeth Sterndale, Mrs. Dorothy New President's Goals 
Williams, Mrs. Gerda Fish, Mrs. Helen Tum- Incoming president of SDA Health-Care 

. er, Dr. Thesba Johnston, Mrs. Andre DuPuis, · Chaplains Marty Feldbush of Hinsdale Hos
Mrs. Delphine Gates, and Mrs. Junell Vance, pita!, listed as one of three major goals for his 
who sang a medley of the spirituals "Some- term of office "the ordination of qualified 
times I Feel Like a Motherless Child" and persons." 
"Hold On." He spelled out his concern that those in 

Future events planned by the Metro Chap- hospital ministry be granted ordination with 
ter include a pizza party and a seminar on no more hesitation than those in parish minis
"Women and Stress" featuring Dr. Marion try and that women-whether chaplains 
Jones, psychiatrist and Medical Director of themselves or wives of ministers/chaplains 
the Reading Rehabilitation Hospital in Read- who feel called to a partnership in ministry-
ing, Pennsylvania. -Beverly Rumble be ordained to their ministry. 




