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Helen Evans Thon1pson:LLU Acaden1ic Dean 
Helen Evans Thompson has already had a 

distinguished career. She received her un­
dergraduate education at Walla Walla Col­
lege and her masters and doctor of philoso­
phy degrees in English from Stanford Univer­
sity. 

She has taught English at Loma Linda 
University's La Sierra campus (1949), seived 

as dean of women at Walla Walla College 
(1955), and in 1965 she was named chair­
man of the English department there. 

From 1976 to 1979 Dr. Thompson served 
as academic dean at Southwestern Union 
College, Keene, Texas, following which she 
returned to Walla Walla College as director of 
alumni affairs. 

Approximately 150 laypersons, pastors, and conference and union officials 
attended an interesting and thought-provoking session at the Azure Hills Church 
in Southern California on March 18. Steve Daily, featured speaker, examined five 
themes in Adventist thought that deal with ways the · church might better address 
sexual inequality. (See page 3). 

Now she has been called to serve as Vice 
President for Academic Administration 
responsible directly to the President of Loma 
Linda University. In this position she is to 
assist the Deans of schools in matters relating 
to faculty and staff organization and is 
responsible for curriculum construction, eval­
uation, and revision. 

Dr. Thompson has been a featured speak­
er at many commencement services and has 
given the week of prayer at a number of 
colleges. Her influence in the academic world 
has been and will contribute to be a signifi­
cant blessing to all of us. 

Conference Commemorates 

Ten-Year Anniversary 

of G.C. Council on Women 
A festival of discussions, films, papers, slide programs, practical workshops, worship experi­

ences, and special events-including a play about pioneer Adventist women and music 
composed and performed by women-this is the flavor of the "Women of Mission" con­
ference. It will meet at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan, July 11-15, 1984 and 
is the second national conference of the Association of Adventist Women. 

Known across the country as "Aunt Sue" of Your Story Hour, Betty Ahnberg will open the 
conference Wednesday morning with a devotional. She served as a member of the Camp 
Mohaven Council on Women called by the General Conference in 1973. 

The Women of Mission Conference will commemorate the ten-year anniversary of Camp 
Mohaven by reviewing the papers presented at that time by about 25 scholars, writers, and 
administrators, many of whom were women. 

Summarizing the papers and noting their significance will be Leona G. Running, long-time 
Seminary professor of Old Testament; Gerhard Hasel, Dean of the SDA Theological Semi­
nary; Ed Zinke, assistant director of the General Conference Biblical Research Institute; 
Gordon Hyde, director of BRI at the time of Camp Mohaven and present chairman of the 
Religion Department at Southern College; and Madelyn Haldeman, professor of religion at 
Loma Linda University (La Sierra Campus). Mrs. Haldeman, who is the second Adventist 
woman to pursue the doctorate of theology degree at Andrews University, will also speak for 
the Sabbath morning church service. 

Dr. Richard Lesher will unveil the first copy of a new book on the role of women in the 
church. The 13 studies in it resulted from a recommendation of the Camp Mohaven Council 
and are now being released for the benefit of the entire church. Lesher is the recent director of 
BRI and newly elected president of Andrews University. 

Homemakers, nurses, and teachers will be highlighted during the conference because so 
many Adventist women find their mission in these careers. Among the speakers for these areas 
are Dr. Patricia Habada of the General Conference Department of Education; Dr. Con­
stance Tiffany, professor of nursing at Andr�ws University; and Jane Thayer. homemaker 
and freelance writer. Discussion of women In these leadership roles will be led by Loida 
Medina, M.D., of southwestern Michigan, assisted by Bea Harris, a pediatric nurse practition­
er. 

One goal for the conference is for Adventist women to bridge age and geographical barriers 
that often keep them from networking. Julia Neuffer, the only woman editor who helped
prepare the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, will attend from Aorida where she is
retired Maybelle Vandermark Goransson, retired from the GC Lay Activities Department 
and now serving with her husband on an SOS mission in Okinawa, will speak during the Friday 
evening program entitled, "I Am an Adventist Woman." 

The two women members of the Andrews University Board of Trustees will participate-­
Elsie Landon Buck and Dr. Marie Robinson. Mrs. Buck originated the idea of Andrews 
University's own conference on women in 1977. She will coordinate this year's banquet Dr. 
Robinson, a family therapist in Chicago, will speak Sabbath afternoon about her sense of 
mission in her career. 

Women in Bible work, gospel ministry and hospital chaplaincy will discuss their sense of call. 
And church leaders from the local church, the conference, union, and General Conference 
levels will participate. Among these are James J. Londis, senior minister of Sligo Church in 
Takoma Park, Maryland, which has employed women on the pastoral staff for ten years; and 
Elder Ron Wisbey, president of the Potomac Conference wherl! several M. Div.-trained 

(Continued on page 2) 

Women Pastors Baptize in Columbia Union










