






People and Places 

On Friday night, October 9, Beverly Wesner
Hoehn will perform in a concert jointly spon
sored by AAW and Sligo Church for the 5th 
Annual AAW Conference, Takoma Park, MD. 
She teaches harp at Indiana University in 
Bloomington and is pursuing a doctoral degree. 

A caring Adventist Woman 

On Sunday, October 11, Lynne Waihee will 
speak on "Adventist Women and Politics," the 
concluding event in the 5th Annual AA W Con
ference, Takoma Park, MD. She is the First 
Lady of Hawaii, where her husband was recently 
elected governor of the state. 

Millie Ragon breaks known records: 
50 years service in one hospital 

by Jane Marie Allen 

When she was a little girl, Millie Ragon 
would leaf through the pages of mail-order 
catalogs until she'd find pictures of nurses' 
uniforms and caps. "Someday, when I grow 
up, I'm going to be a nurse," she'd say to 
herself. 

She never lost sight of that dream as she 
grew up on a farm in Greene County, Ten
nessee, where she still lives today. Milking 
cows and putting up hay were a way of life for 
young Millie, the second of six children. Fifty 
years ago, in 1937, she went to work at Ta
koma Adventist Hospital to help pay her fath
er's hospital bill. She started in the kitchen 
and two years later was one of three young 
women selected for a nurse's aide class. 

Millie passed the Tennessee State Board 
examination and became a licensed practical 
nurse in 1952. She has worked in most nurs
ing areas of the hospital and loves it as much 
as she'd ever dreamed she would. It's no 
secret that bedside nursing is her favorite 
work, and her patients appreciate it. 

In great demand 

"Often when patients come to the hospital 
they specifically ask to be on the floor where 
Miss Ragon will be their nurse," says J.R. 
McKinney, M.D., who has worked with her 
for many years. 

"The most rewarding thing about nursing 
is being able to make my patients comfort
able and see them get well,'' says Millie, who 
celebrated her 70th birthday this year and 
continues to work full time. 

Has she seen a lot of changes in nursing 
over the years? 

"Well, we used to work 12 hours a day and 
six days a week," she says. "We used to have 
time to do more things for our patients than 
we do today. Sometimes I'd wash my 
patients' clothes and do other things to be 
helpful." 

Millie says the biggest changes have been 
in the technology of health care. Caring for 
patients, her favorite work, has not changed 
dramatically from when she started working 
at the hospital 50 years ago. 

Those who know her and have worked 
with her have seen many examples of her 
dedication to her profession and loyalty to the 
hospital. She never wants to miss her shift. In 
fact, when a snowstorm is predicted, she's 
been known to sleep overnight at the hospital 
to be sure she's on time for work the next 

Did Millie ever consider working anyplace 
else? 

Not seriously, she says. She once had an 
opportunity to be buyer for the kitchen of 
another hospital, which would have meant 
an increase in salary. But Millie chose to stay 
at Takoma and do what she likes best. 

"She has devoted her life to caring for 
people," says Jerri Fillers, also a Greene 
County native who has worked at the hospi
tal more than 20 years. Millie was her nurses' 
aide instructor in 1954. She also was the "big 
sister" in the housing complex where Jerri 
and five other young women lived. 

"She was a good role model for us, and a 
Jot of fun," says Jerri. "I remember that she 
used to go to Cades Cove in the Great 
Smokey Mountains every year with the stu
dent nurses. She enjoyed hiking and being 
outdoors." An avid gardener, she still grows 
most of her vegetables on the farm where she 
grew up and now shares with a brother and 
his family. 

Ask people around Takoma Adventist 
Hospital about Millie, and you'll hear the 
same comments: "Excellent." "Com-· 
passionate." "Dedicated." And, "shy." 

She may have set an employment record 
in Adventist hospitals, and perhaps for all 
Seventh-day Adventist organizations, when 
she celebrated 50 years of full-time service at 

morning. Millie Ragon began working for the Takoma 

Adventist Hospital in Tennessee in 1937 and 

Jane Marie Allen is Director of Corporate Com- continued there until early 1987, a record-

munications for AHS/Sunbelt, Orlando, F1orida. breaking total of 50 years' service. 
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Ladies' Crusade 
More than 50 Adventist women in Man

ado, East Indonesia, organized and held 134 
cottage meetings during July and August. In 
the one-week follow-up "ladies' crusade." 
With Dr. Nancy Bassham and Mrs. Jeane 
Zachary as speakers from the Far Eastern 
Division office, 141 people were Jed to bapt
ism on August 16. 

Mrs. Netty Rantung, a Church Ministries 
Associate for Family Life in the East In
donesia Union Mission, led in organizing the 
cottage meetings. Various women took turns 
giving inspiring lectures on home and family 
and on Bible topics. Prior to the cottage meet
ings, several cooking classes, Vacation Bible 
Schools and health classes had been held. 

During the public meetings, August 7-15, 

Ministry Magazine reports 

Bassham spoke on topics such as marriage, 
self-worth, discipline, and communication. 
She is the Church Ministries Associate for 
Family Life in the Far Eastern Division. 
Zachary concluded the evening with a ser
mon on spiritual topics. She is a secretary in 
the FED office. 
Meeting Muslims and Buddhists 

On August 11 about 200 members of the 
Muslim and Buddhist Dedicated Women's 
Society of the North Sulawesi Province in 
East Indonesia gathered to hear Dr. Nancy 
Bassham speak. Most of them are wives of 
high ranking officials in the province. Bas
sham spoke on "Communication in the Fam
ily." According to reports the group was very 
responsive and several requested time for 
personal counseling after the presentation. 

Global support voiced for women's ordination 

The August issue of Ministry Magazine 
carries a four-page article reporting on 
"Religion Teachers' Opinions on the Role of 
Women" by Roger L. Dudley of Andrews 
University. 

Dudley notes that "Denominational jour
nals have been the forum for a vigorous de
bate by means of articles and letters from 
readers." 

He adds, "The issues have been particu
larly perplexing to leaders and members be
cause of the failure to arrive at a consensus as 
to what the Scriptures warrant." 

To complicate the matter, Dudley says, dis
cussions on the topic both in print and at 
roundtables, have tended to "balance" the 
contributions, giving roughly equal time or 
space to the pro and con views. "This," he 
days, "appeals to our sense of fairness and 
has the additional advantage of allowing the 
reader or listener to explore all sides of the 

the same institution. However, the church's 
employment records do not go back far 
enough to verify that fact. 

"Occasionally we hear of someone with 40 
or 45 years, but I don't recall anyone with 50 
years in one organization,'' said a spokesman 
for the General Conference retirement office. 

"Code Gold" 

On the anniversary date of Millie's 50th 
year at the hospital earlier this year, employ
ees had a surprise party for her. At a pre
determined time, a Code Gold was an
nounced over the hospital's public-address 
system. 

"I'd never heard of Code Gold," said Mil
lie. "I thought maybe someone had made a 
mistake and it was a fire alarm, so I started 
closing doors." 

topic. But it also implies that our most 
knowledgeable students of religion are split 
right down the middle on these questions." 

Such doesn't prove to be the case when a 
scientific study of religion teachers is con
ducted. Dudley's article gives details about 
the questionnaire and the method of con
ducting the survey. 

"Overall," he reports, "these scholars give 
evidence of overwhelming support for 
women in ministry. Their agreement with 
various test items ranges from 62 to 97 per
cent." The study includes Bible teachers both 
from North America and overseas. 

On the question of ordaining women to 
gospel ministry the North American Bible 
teachers support it by 83 to 13 percent and 
overseas scholars 57 to 33 percent. In all, 94 
teachers in North American responded to the 
survey, and 99 Bible teachers from other 
parts of the world. 

Within minutes, more than 50 hospital em
ployees and physicians were gathered 
around her nursing station with a decorated 
cake, punch, and a bouquet of red roses. 

"As a nurse, she is many things," says 
Gladys Duran, hospital president, who calls 
Millie one of Takoma's most cherished 
citizens. "She is kindness to the lonely and 
discouraged, knowledge with her fingers on 
the pulse of life, a cool hand on a fevered 
brow." 

Millie was honored as employee of the 
month in October 1985 and employee of the 
year in 1986. At the awards banquet earlier 
this year where she was recognized for her 50 
years of service with gifts and an engraved 
plaque, she also received two ceramic figur
ines selected especially for her: one was a 
nurse, and the other a girl milking a cow. 
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